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LAAT RSET SE LILI 

It is with profound sorrow and with a deep sense 
of personal loss that we announce the death of 
Professor, John S. Hart, of this city, which occurred 
on Monday norning last, as the not unexpected result 
of a fall on an icy pavement a little more than two 
months ago. Professor Hart was the first editor— 
and in asense the founder—of The Sunday School 
Times. He gave to this paper its distinctive charac- 
ter, and for a long time he shaped and directed its 
course. He was, moreover, a writer of standard 
authority on Sunday-school topics, and on the theory 
and art of teaching; also, an editor and an author of 
no mean repute in other departments of literature. 
Of his character and work there is not time this week 
to speak with any proper fullness. We hope to give, 
in our next issue, fitting prominence to the record of 
his instructive life. Professor Hart was sixty-seven 
years old in January last; his birth-day coming a 
few days after the fall which occasioned his death. 
Until that accident his health had been exceedingly 
vigorous. His death closes an earthly life of rare 
purity and usefulness; and it brings sorrow to a very 
wide circle of those who had felt the power of his 
influence as a Christian teacher and writer. 
SEBASTES ROARIRE TS SS EERE ARETE A Ot 

We have received for the Bliss children, — 
Previously acknowledged..........cscesecscseceecescescevees $611 86 
First Congregational Bible School, Binghampton, N. Y. 
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Here is another good man insisting that the hope 
of the temperance reform is an increase of native 
wines. This is by no means a new idea, It had 


prominence so long ago as the time of the patriarch | 
Noah. Noah was a very good man for bis day and} 





Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a 
vineyard, and he drank of the wine '"—native, home- 
made wine, mark you!—‘and was drunken.” Of 
course he was. Home-made native wine is just the 
thing to make drunkards. There is no part of the 
world to-day where drunkenness is more common, or 
where the curse of it is heavier, than in wine-growing 
regions. Noah disgraced himself most shamefully 
through his effort to benefit the world by the reintro- 
duction of native wines. No one since his day has 
made much more of a success than he in the same 
line of effort. 





Both the unity and the many-sidedness of Bible 
truth are illustrated in the ease with which any 
Scripture lesson is adapted to any other, or is shown 
to have a peculiar fitness to the associations and 
teachings of any occasion on which it is used. Take, 
for example, the correspondence of these International 
Lessons, in their order, with the seasons when they 
are studied. It has been objected by some lovers of 
what is called the ‘Church Year,” that some lessons 
of this series are likely to be in marked incongruity 
with the great Christian festivals in their recur- 
rence; but many members of the Episcopal and 
Lutheran and Reformed and Moravian churches 
who use the International Lessons tell us that 
they find little difficulty in showing the adaptation 
of every lesson to the season on which it falls. 
Here, for instance, is the great feast of Easter, with 
its teachings of the Resurrection of our Lord. The 
lesson of the International Series for that day is ‘‘ The 
Oil Increased ""—2 Kings 4: 1-7. Is there no possi- 
bility of bringing this Old Testament lesson to bear 
upon the truths taught in the memories of Easter? A 
certain woman and her sons find themselves with an 
inheritance of debt, and with a fear of bondage before 
their eyes. There comes to them a man of God and 
delivers them from their debt, ransoming the enslaved, 
and providing the means of their support as well as 
giving them liberty. Does not this recall the work 
which our Lord Jesus wrought for us in his rising 
from the dead? An inheritance of sin was left to 
us all. ‘“ The bondage of corruption” was our hope- 
less lot. He who came from God provided the 
means of our ransom. He “redeemed us from the 
curse of the law.” In his rising from the dead he 
secured to us “ the glorious liberty of the children of 
God,” and an abundant supply of all things accerd- 
ing to our daily need. ‘‘ When he ascended up on 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men.” Surely any Bible lesson which has light and 
life and hope in it is peculiarly appropriate to the 
teachings of Easter. 

A Sunday-school teacher ought to be in dead ear- 
nest. Are not his scholars worth saying? worth 
training? Does he know the way of salvation? 
Has he anything to tell them which they ought to 
understand? If so, there is something for him to 
do; and now is the time to do it. A responajbility 


is on him which he cannot evade, but which by’ 





sincerity, who did not move others. Never has 
there been one who had not sincerity who was able 
to move others.” This is as true now as it was 
twenty centuries ago. He who is sincere and earnest 
in behalf of a cause, puts his heart into it, and heart 
is ever the element of greatest power. A recent 
writer says of George Miller, whose words and deeds 
have alike shown power for Christ, “ He is said to be 
a remarkably simple-minded man, and his words are 
childlike almost to the point of childishness; but he 
speaks with such evident sincerity and heartfelt fer- 
vor that hissimplest utterances are very moving and im- 
pressive.”’ In all direct efforts to influence others, quite 
as much depends on how a man feels about his work 
as on what he knows about it. “ Let a man be never 
so ignorant,” says Mr. Spurgeon, “still, if his heart 
be full of love to a cause, he becomes a powerful man 
for that object, because he has got heart-power, heart- 
force.” In every endeavor to win to a better way of 
thinking and of doing and of being, it is not so much out 
of the fullness of the head, as “ out of the abundance of 
the heart,” that “the mouth speaketh.” Teacher, is 
your heart in your work? If not, your work will 
amount to but little. Are you in earnest in wanting 
to win and to train your scholars? Until you are, 
you are but half a teacher. 


NO POWER LIKE LOVE. 


After all_—in the Sunday-school as elsewhere,— 
there is no power like Jove. Good singing draws a 
great many scholars into the Sunday-school ; so also 
do showy blackboard efercises, and spirited talks from 
the desk. A well-selected library and bright picture- 
papers are attractions in their way. There is a cer- 
tain drawing power in a fine school building, with 
well-arranged class-rooms, a fountain in its center, 
and its walls adorned with illuminated texts. But 
none of these things, nor all these things together, are 
so universally and permanently attractive as a loving 
superintendent and loving teachers. The atmosphere 
of love in a Sunday-school room gives to it an 
attractiveness—a loveliness—which nothing else can 
secure to it. 

Not every child enjoys singing, appreciates black- 
board exercises, prizes books and papers, or has good 
taste, to be gratified by a fine room and its appoint- 
ments. But every child is glad to be loved. Love 
is the one thing sure to hit everybody in the Sunday- 
school. That school where love is most prominent— 
most apparent in desk and class—is surest of being 
always popular, always enjoyable, always potent for 
good. The school where love seems to be lacking is a 
poorly furnished school, whatever else it has. 

We knew of a Sunday-school held in a garret-room, 
in an old building, in a wretched portion of a New 
England city. It could be reached only by rickety 
staircases, and throngh dark passages dimly lighted by 
candles at noonday. There was little in the room 
itself to win children’s attendance, Its furnishing 
and equipment were of the scantiest. But when the 
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kind-hearted city missionary and his band of faithful 
teachers were there, that room seemed brimful of love. 
And oh, how attractive it was! Poor children whose 
hearts had asked for love came there to find it. They 
found their way out of dark cellars and gloomy gar- 
rets and back alleys to the door of that building, and 
up through its passage-ways, to the room where there 
was love forall who came. Weeks and months passed 
by before a better room was found; but that school 
lost none of its power. Its attractiveness never failed. 
The power of love never loses its force. “ Love is 
strong as death... . Many waters cannot quench 
love, neither can the floods drown it.” 

There are little Sunday-schools in pioneer log- 
cabins, and in prairie “dug-outs,” which have a like 
power of attractiveness. Their buildings and furni- 
ture, and all their expenses for a year, would not 
equal in cost the outlay of many a city Sunday-school 
for its anniversary exercises ; but those schools are 
fully as attractive to their scholars as those which meet 
in the most costly and showy Sunday-school buildings 
in all the land are to the scholars of their membership. 
The attractiveness of all. schools is in the love 
which they represent. Nothing can be more attrac- 
tive than love. 

Nor is it alone among mission scholars in city and 
country that love is potent. In the choicest city 
churches, in communities of the highest culture, love 
is a power in the Sunday-school ; and its lack there 
is fatal to success. No child living is above being 
loved. Children who at home, know what love is, are 
all the more appreciative of it in the Sunday-school. 
There is not a Sunday-school anywhere in which 
any power of attraction can equal the power of love, 

To love and to win love become, then, to the Sun- 
day-school superintendent and to the Sunday-school 
teacher, a duty. He who does not love his scholars 
is not furnished for his work. And where there isa 
a duty, there is a possibility of its performance. Love 
can be cultivated. Scholars must be loved—loved, if 
possible, for their own sakes; loved, in any event, for 
their Saviour’s sake. And love must not only be 
felt ; it must be shown. The scholars must be made | 
to know that they are loved. The power of love in| 
the Sunday-school must be recognized and manifested. 
There is nothing like it. ‘“ And now abideth faith, 
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love.” 





A SUNDAY-SCHOOL RESURRECTION. 


Although There are differences of opinion as to the 
necessity of closing Sunday-schools in the autumn, 
there surely ought to be none about the importance 
of opening them in the spring, 

When the winter was coming on, there was no little 
dread of cold and rain, of snow and mud. In Maine 
and in Virginia it seemed to many a Sunday-school 
superintendent asif there would be no use trying to 
keep up Ais school without a vacation. It might do 
for other people to talk about “evergreen” Sunday- 
schools, but they didn't know his field as he did. So 
a vacation there was decided on.” 

But now the case is very different. ‘“ For, lo! 
the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the 
flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing 
of birds is come."" No one can say that the weather 
for the next two months is likely to be too severe for a 
Sunday-school gathering. If any Sunday-school has 
had a vacation, it is high time for it to resume its | 
sessions again. Whether it lay down to sleep when | 
it ought to have been active, or whether rest was its 
duty for the winter season, there can be no mistake 
that the providences of God in the returning spring- 
tide call to this school at this time, in tones that are 
not to be misunderstood, “ Awake, thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light.” 

And the Sunday-school that has had a winter vaca- 
tion has a special responsibility on it, as it starts anew 
in the opening spring. If it was really well for that 
school to take its vacation, if the teachers and scholars 





actually needed rest and release from care and toil, it 


is important that they should show now by the wise use 
of their regained strength and vigor that the vacation 
has truly profited them. If, on the other hand, it was 
a mistake to close their Sunday-school for the winter, 
there is all this lost time to be made up. In any 
event, there is all the more work’to be done because 
of the winter's rest. 

For whatever cause all the activity and well-doing 
in any Sunday-school were suspended for a season,— 
for the rest of sleep or for the torpor of death,—now 
that the Easter morning is here with its lessons of a 
glad resurrection, and of a new and better life 
through faith in Him who has won victory over even 
death itself, there is every encouragement to renewed 
and improved endeavor to do the Master's work etfec- 
tively in the field of that Sunday-school. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


——_—_@———— 


We recently called attention to the suggestion of a cor- 
respondent, that there were Sunday-schools in other coun- 
tries, if not in this, where lesson leaves and question books 
which had been once used could be used again to advan- 
tage. Prompted by this, Mrs. Eliza O. Scott, of Bridge- 
town, Northampton County, Eastern Shore, Va., who has 
been engaged in the Sunday-school for more than thirty 
years, writes to say : 

I desire to make a request for one feeble country Sunday-school. 
Though not exactly missionary ground, we would be very thankful 
to have a donation of old leaflets, books of any kind, Bibles, cate- 
chisms, ete., or anything that your liberality could bestow. 

We are confident that many of our readers will be glad 
to respond to such a call, and perhaps the better way for 
them will be to correspond directly with Mrs. Scott as 
above. 


The pronunciation of Scripture names is one on which 
there is not hkely to be an agreement. A pastor in Tomp- 
kins County, New York, asks: 

Will you tell your readers what is the most reliable authority on 
the pronunciation of Bible names? Isthat of Wheeler, in Webster's 
Dictionary, correct? It differs from the London Sunday School 
Union somewhat. And Dr. Whitney's “Hand Book of Bible 


Geography,” published by Nelson & Phillips, differs some from 
both. 


We can only say, that for ourselves, in.giving the pro- 
nunciation of these names in the Scholars’ Quarterly, we 
follow Wheeler, in “ Webster's Unabridged Dictionary.” 
As Mr. Wheeler says, it is “extremely difficult, in many 
instances, to decide upon the best pronunciation; and to 
preclude all doubt or diversity of opimion is obviously im- 
possible.” Hence, in adopting the pronunciation to which 
he gives the preference, we do not assert that it is, in every 
instance, the best. We give it as approved by the authority 
in which we have the highest confidence as a standard of 
pronunciation. 


There is a good deal yet to be learned about the Bible 
text. The new interest in its study and the new helps to 
its understanding are convincing many teachers of this. 
A correspondent from Baltimore asks : 

Is the translation of the Bible as incorrect as, our modern Sun- 
day-school commentators make-.it to be? We who labor in a more 
quiet way, get bewildered at the changes of words and meanings 
every week. Take, for example, the Critical Notes of Professor 
Lewis in the lesson for March 18, wherein he mentions five erro- 
neous translations in a lesson of thirteen verses. It is said that 
the human body changes every seven years, and the Bible seems in 
a fair way to be changed almost as completely at the end of our 
seven years’ course of study. 

Doubtless some “Sunday-school commentators” exag- 
gerate the inaccuracies of our common English version ; 
and others again underestimate them. It is admitted on all 
sides that no essential doctrine is perverted through any of 
these inaccuracies; yet it can hardly be questioned that 
new force and beauty are given to many a Bible statement 
by a better rendering of the original, in the light of the 
latest Christian scholarship. Professor Lewis is, we think, 
by no means inclined to give undue prominence to slight 
differences in the text; and we.are sure that the results of 
his reverent study and of his profound learning are help- 
ful to very many students of the word. If he gan give us 
better readings in five verses out of thirteen, we are surely 
the gainers. If he can help us similarly thirteen times in 
five verses, that is better yet. The Bible is not to 
change in these seven years; but we who study it 
through this International Series of Lessons, ought to 
change in our understanding of the sacred text. If we do 
not know more of its meaning than when we began, we 
have failed to improve our opportunities and advantages, 





A VERNAL HYMN. 
BY PAUL H. HAYNE, 


IL. 
The fresh spring burgeons into bloom—, 
And Earth with all her vernal charms 
Lies like a queenly bride enclasped 
Within her heavenly bridegroom's arms: 


Il. 
The storms that raved have sunk to peace; 
Freed rivulets weave a blithesome lay, 
And blissful Nature softly sings 
Preludings of her perfect day! 


III. 
Meanwhile there’s not a breeze that thrills 
Leaf, bud, and flower with genial kiss,— 
Which does not breathe thy mystic hope, 
Oh, soul! of Palingenesis :— 


IV. 
Glance where we may, the symbols rise 
Of loftier loves and lives to be :— 
This marvellous spring-time seems to grasp 
The skirts of immortality‘/ 


Augusta, Ga. 





THE CHRISTIAN PASSOVER. 
BY THE RT. REV. A. CLEVELAND COXE, D.D. 


Every Lord’s Day is acelebration of Christ's Resurrection. 
No wonder, then, that the Lord’s Day which occurs at the 
anniversary of the event itself should be regarded as “the 
great Sunday.” Among the early Christians it was so 
called ; we now know it by the English name of “ Easter.” 
This is said to be a word which means to rise, though various 
explanations are given of its origin as connected with the 
Resurrection of our Lord. 

The Jewish passover, or paschal, being, according to 
prophecy, the time when the Lamb of God was sacrificed 
for our sins and rose again for our justification, was 
naturally observed by the apostolic Christians,—though 
“not in the oldness of the letter.” Of this we find an 
interesting trace in St. Paul’s. First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians (5:7). He seems to have written it at the paschal 
season, and his argument hinges on this fact, where, in the 
fifth chapter, he urges them to put away a vicious person 
as the Jews were accustomed to put away leaven at this 
time. “As ye are unleavened,” he says,—that is, as you 
profess to be keeping “the days of unleavened bread” — 
even so “ purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new 
lump.” And with that he breaks into a sort of hymn or 
Easter song ; “For even,” he says: 


Christ our passover is sacrificed for us, 
Therefore let us keep the feast, 

Not with the old leaven, 

Neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, 
But with the unleavened bread 
Of sincerity and truth. 


> 


“Therefore let us keep the feast ” not indeed asa Jewish 
feast, for the Jews defiled it ‘with malice and wickedness. 
They slew the Lamb of. God. Let us keep it in “the new- 
ness of the Spirit;” let us “keep the passover and the 
sprinkling of blood,” as they kept it who saw Christ “by 
faith,” when Egypt was humbled and the children of God 
were redeemed and came forth from the house of bondage. 
We read that in heaven they sing “the song of Moses and 
of the Lamb.” This shows us that the chant of Moses and 
the chorus of the maidens over the overthrow of Pharaoh, 
at the Red Sea, was a prophetic Easter song. 


I 
The Lord is my strength and song, 
And he is become my Salvation. 
Il, 


Jehovah is a man of war, 
Jehovah is his name. 


CHORUS. 
Sing ye to Jehovah, 
For he hath triumphed gloriously ; 
The horse and his rider 
Hath he thrown into the sea. 


Thus “Jehovah our Righteousness” overcame Satan 
when He rose from the dead,—‘“‘spoiling principalities and 
powers,” and “leading captivity captive.” How beautiful 
the Scriptures are when we thus perceive the unity of the 
Old Testament and the New ; that they are both one gospel, 
and that both celebrate “the Lamb that was slain.” When 
we keep our Easter in tls spirit, we proclaim to the world 
the historical fact that “Christ arose from the dead,” and 
this, the Apostle says, is the corner-stone of our faith. If 
he rose not, “our faith is vain;” but if he rose indeed, 


that fact establishes the truth of the gospel, and nothing 
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can overthrow it. Hence the glory and the great advan- 
tage of annually renewing this challenge to the world; it 
renews our own faith and hope, just as the Fourth of July 
renews our love to our country and our gratitude to the 
heroic men who bought its freedom with their blood. 

Those simple-hearted Christians, the Moravians of 
Herrnhut, used to make much of Easter, as a day of con- 
solation, in view of the promises of the risen Saviour to all 
who sleep in him. If Christ arose, the members of Christ 
shall rise also, according to his promise. The members 
cannot perish because they belong to their exalted Head. 
So this primitive band of believers used to meet in their 
churchyards, at ‘sunrise, on Easter-day, and welcome the 
rising of that glorious Dayspring by hymns of victory 
over the grave. Then they went in procession to the 
church, and there renewed their hymns and doxologies, 
singing “ Worthy is the Lamb.”’ I have heard that in this 
country, too, the Moravians at “ Bethlehem,” in Pennsyl- 
vania, usher in Easter-day with instrumental music from 
the belfry of their church, whence the sweet sounds float 
over the village and summon all their people to worship. 
Thus they seem to sing: 


This is the day which the Lord hath made, 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 


In fact, this psalm, which I quote, gives its name to 
“the Lord’s Day,” a weekly Easter, which all Christians 
observe. Let us cherish the hope that every Sunday may 
be kept in this spirit,—the spirit of dying unto sin and 
rising unto newness of life—that so Christ may be glorified 
in our bodies and spirits, which are his, and that hence- 
forth we should not live unto ourselves, but unto him who 
died for us and rose again. 

To these thoughts it may not be uninteresting to sub- 
join a few observations on some of those observances 
by which Easter has been identified with popular feel- 
ing in different Christian countries. In the city of 
New York there survived, in the days of the writer's 
youth, the old Low Dutch custom, derived from its 
early settlers, of “cracking Paas eggs.” This Paas is the 
relic of the original Pasch, or “Paschal,” and this 
cracking of the eggs had degenerated into a base species of 
gambling, It was curious to see how universally the little 
street “Arabs,” who knew nothing about Laster itself, 
punctually marked its recurrence in this way. “ Easter- 
eggs,” nevertheless, have been identified with the season 
time out of mind. But why? Absurd as it seems, there 
was a parable in it originally. An egg is a sort of sepul- 
chre, out of which breaks forth life, and springs, or ascends, 
to heaven. This suggested the idea of resurrection ; the 
breaking up of all sepulchres of “the dead in Christ,” and 
the going up of the triumphant faithful to be with him in 
heaven. 

The Jews ate their paschal lamb with “bitter herbs.” 
The use of mint with lamb, at this season, on our tables, is 
said to be a relic of this custom; the sharp vinegar sup- 
plying the bitéerness with which fragrant mint so little 
corresponds that it seems almost an evasive substitution 
for the hyssop of the Law. 

In Romish countries there is very little to edify or 
instruct in the services of the church; but there are innu- 
merable superstitious observances instead thereof, which 
the people ignorantly perpetuate. In Germany, however, 
even the Romish peasantry have caught from the Luther- 
ans a love for hymns in their native tongue, and have 
even invaded the Mass with outbursts of Aymnody (which 
though conflicting with the office of the Mass, is tolerated 
because it cannot be suppressed). In Germany these 
same peasants go about the streets, from midnight to day- 
break, singing their Easter hymns—not Latin but German— 
with surprising effect, rude as their music is in itself. 
Goethe has made fine use of this in his “Faust.” The 
unhappy man is just putting poison to his lips, at mid- 
night, when the clocks strike and the bells chime. It is 
Easter morning! The chorus of peasants is heard: 

Christ is arisen, 
Joy to thee, mortal, 
Out of his prison— 
Forth from its portal. 


It overcomes the poor suicide, and he gives over his wicked 
design. 

Our English forefathers have always observed Easter 
with great enthusiasm, and with man innocent, popular 
ceremonies, to which holy George Herbert makes reference 
in his prose and poetry : 

I got me flowers to strew Thy way, 

I got me boughs off many a tree; 
But—Thou wast up by break of day, 

And brought'st Thy sweets along with Thee. 


But it is among the Oriental churches that Easter is 
marked by those popular qutbursta which arg » somewhat 


corrupted inheritance from the enthusiastic paschal of the find that al] shap impression en the sensibilities did not get | 





primitive believers. The Emperor of Russia and the 
poorest peasant in his dominions mark the moment when 
Easter begins with the salutation, “Christ is risen,” or 
with the response, “He is risen indeed: hallelujah!” 
Nothing can be more evangelical than such words; and 
who can doubt that they inspire many devout minds and 
the tender hearts of the young with a firmer and more loving 
faith in the grand truth of the gospel ? 


It has pleased God to give us, who speak the English 
language, the sublimest of all Easter-anthems, in our 
unrivaled version of the words of Job—“I know that my 
Redeemer liveth,” ete. The genius of Handel has married 
them to music, of which it is enough to say that it is not 
unworthy of the majestic scripture, the whole spirit of 
which he has aimed to give, in rapturous song,—the trium- 
phant spirit of faith and hope. When to this, in West- 
minster Abbey, or St. Paul’s, London, is added the “ Hal- 
lelujah Chorus” of the same great composer, the true joys 
of Easter seem, indeed, to find such expression on earth 
as responds to the eternal paschal song of the redeemed in 
heaven. Oh that we may not fail of a part in that 
unending Easter, “clothed with white robes and with 
palms in our hands!” There—‘“ one of the elders” an- 
nounces—“ the Lion of the tribe of Judah hath prevailed,” 
and then—goes up that chorus of the Redeemer’s children: 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 

To receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
And strength, and honor, 

And glory, and blessing. 

Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power 
Be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 

And unto the Lamb, 

Forever-and ever. Amen. 


Buffalo. NV. Y. 





EASTER RITES AND EASTER WRONGS. 
BY THE REV. LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON. 


As the old sacristan’s wife was showing us about Erfurt 
Cathedral, we canght a glimpse, in an out-of-the-way side- | 
chapel of the crypt, of a strange-looking piece of church fur- 
niture, that seemed much more like a theatrical “ property”’ 
than like anything ecclesiastical. There was painted can- 
vas, and an elaborate joiner’s-work sarcophagus, and a 
carved and painted wooden image in the style of a first- 
class ship’s figure-head, and perhaps other accessories that 
I have forgotten. “But what in the world, Frau Kirch- 
nerinn,” said we in our best Ollendorf phrases, “ is all that 
gear good for?” “That,” she explained, “ is for the Oster- 
grab,—the Easter sepulchre; and when it is arranged and 
lighted up, youhave no idea how pretty it all is. There 
are plenty of people, Protestants too, that come to the 
High Church to see it.” 

I was not aware, at the time, that we had stumbled on 
the relics of an ancient and wide-spread institution, which 
serves, in Catholic Christendom, as part of the machinery 
relied on to do the work of the Sunday-school. ButI have 
seen it since in lively and in some sort (let us hope) effec- 
tive and useful operation. Great churches in a great town 
will compete with each other in the showiness and stage- 
effect of their Easter sepulchres, as vigorously as in Amer- 
ica in the brilliancy of their fancy choirs, or the dash of 





their Sunday-school concerts. One sees, as the last days 
and hours of “ Passion Week” approach, crowds of people | 
streaming in and out of church doors; and stepping within, | 
one finds a dim light, a quiet crowd in constant motion, and 
a solemn silence broken only. by the chink of coins rattling | 
into a tin box, the custodian of which gives it a shake from | 
time to time, as a warning to visitors not to slip by with- | 
out giving their share. The current flows toward a single | 
point near the high altar, and pauses before the sepulchre, | 
Roman soldiers are watching near it, and their armor glit- | 
ters in the flicker of the tapers. The Maries are coming | 
up with vases ‘of ointment ; and through apertures left in | 
the sepulchre, one may yet get a glimpse of the bleeding 
body waiting for the resurrection. When Easter morning 
comes, all the wax-work and other properties have disap- 
peared, and are packed away till the season comes roun 
again. 

Is not the effect of it good? I would not hastily con- 
demn it simply because it is foreign to our usages and 
tastes. Let us observe. The crowd in-the church seems | 
hushed and impressed. There is instruction in the facts of 
the gospel to be got from the tableaw as it strikes the eye ; 
and in the darkness, broken by the feeble tapers, and by | 
the rays falling from artfully concealed lamps, there is help 
to the imagination, and an effect upon the nerves. I will 
not deny that simple minds seeking edification and instrne- 
tion may sometimes find it in such a show. But watch 
that awe-struck and tenderly affected crowd, as they leave 
the church door for a turn on the promenade, and yau will 





much deeper than the nerves, after all. It is a very jolly 
crowd ; and the recollection of the cold chill that ran down 
the backbone in the church, has already pretty much faded 
out. Herein is an illustration of that Latin proverb (ni 
citius arescit lacrym4) to the effect that of all known vola- 
tile fluids—absolute alcohol, nitric ether, chloroform—there 
is none that dries so quick as tears. 

“But who art thou that judgest another's servant?” 
my Roman Catholic friend will ask ; “ does not the effect of 
our wax-work last as long as the effect of some of your 
preaching ?” 

Ah ! there I confess that my Ultramontane brother has 
me at a disadvantage. Undoubtedly we do sometimes 
have wax-work preaching and wax-work Sunday-school 
teaching—aimed to affect the nerves, instead of the heart, 
and make the hearer cry, instead of making him repent. 
This reminds me of an incident that I remember since my 
childhood. Dr. Bargnani, an Italian Christian and patriot, 
who had suffered in Austrian prisons for Italy and the 
gospel, was a guest at my father’s house—such guests 
were always sure of a welcome there—and went one Sun- 
day evening to hear a noted preacher that was speaking to 
great crowds at New Haven, at that time. He came back 
indignant at having heard a Capuchinade,—that is, just 
such a sermon as would be preached by a Capuchin friar to 
work on the nerves and set the people a-crying. And then 
Iremember my father’s quoting an exposition of the pas- 
sage in the sixteenth chapter of Revelation that speaks of 
the pouring out of a vial upon the sea, and it became as the 
blood of a dead man ; which some allegorizing divine of the 
seventeenth century applies to those who change the infi- 
nite ocean of divine love and truth in the death of Christ 
into a mere tale of anguish and distress,—a mere appeal to 
human sensibility and pity. I am reminded of this often in 
lands where ghastly images and crucifixes abound,—and 
sometimes when I go to church at home. 

Of all the Easter ceremonies in these old lands, among 
the most pleasing and edifying are those that speak of the 
new dawn, after so dark a night, of Christ, the Light of the 
World. Of this sort are the midnight masses, held in most 
of the great Catholic churches, sometimes with paltry and 
unworthy gas-light effects. This idea doubtless gave what 
sense it had to the costly and fantastic girandola that 
used to cover the facade and dome of St. Peter’s at Rome, 
each year, as the season came round, with a blaze of fire- 
works. The Italian Government is there now, and the 
dangerous and expensive plaything is laid aside. 

Here, in the seat of the Calvinistic Reformation, there 
are few remains of traditionary ceremony; but in some of 
the Lutheran churches of Germany they have kept some 
pleasant things that seemed to them worth keeping, out of 
the wreck of old usages at the Reformation, In quaint 
little Coburg, for instance, they that are minded to get up 
very early in the morning, “while it is yet dark,” “as it 
begins to dawn towards the first day of the week,” may 
see the streets full of dim figures flitting toward old St. 
Moritz’ Church. But once past the great door, between 
the forlorn old images of Adam and Eve, we come into a 
blaze of light that fills the church as if Pentecost had come 
again with flames on every forehead. For every man, 
every woman, every child, has brought his candle, and lifts 
it high and flaming; and the great organ blows with all its 
pipes, and all voices ring out, in a hoarse, mighty unison, 
the choral of thanksgiving for the risen Saviour. 

The saddest and most pitiful of all Easter celebrations is 
to be witnessed every year at the so-called Holy Sepulchre. 
Surely no one that has witnessed or heard of that heathen- 
ish profanation can help rejoicing that the result of excava- 
tion and exploration tends to show that the scene of this 
fanatic fury and blasphemous imposture is not really “the 
place where the Lord lay.” There, the long night through, 
more like priests and devotees of Baal than of Christ, the 
Greek pilgrims leap and groan and shout, and call upon 
their God to answer by fire, while the Turks and other 
unbelievers stand by like Elijah and deride. By and by, 
when the frantic excitement has reached its height, and 
the minds of the waiting crowd are ripe for the expected 
miracle, the wonder-working friction-match is struck by 
some of the priests within the sepulchre-chapel, ‘The blaz- 
ing tow is passed out through a hole, and with amazing 


| swiftness the light is propagated from man to man till the 


whole rotunda is ablaze with a thousand candles all lighted 
from the fire “ miraculously kindled by the Holy Ghost.” 

We were glad not to witness “this great sight,” and left 
Jerusalem in advance, that we might spend our Easter 
Sunday in peace on Gerizim, and by the side of Jacob’s 
Well. 

And now that I have told you of the worst of all Easter 
celebrations, let your correspgpdent, Bishop de Schweinitz, 
describe to you the swegtest and loyelieat—The Easter. 
morning Litany in the gpaveyged ef 9 Moravian Village, 
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FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


—— 


A CHILD’S EASTER. 
BY ANNIE T. SLOSSON. 


Had I been there, when Christ, our Lord, lay sleeping 

Within that tomb in Joseph's garden fair, 

I would have watched all night beside my Saviour,— 
Had I been there. 


Close to the hard, cold stone my soft cheek pressing, 

I should have thought my head lay on his breast ; 

And dreaming that his dear arms were about me, 
Have sunk to rest. 


All thro’ the long, dark night when others slumbered, 
Close, close beside him still I would have stayed, 
And, knowing how he loved the little children, 

Ne’er felt afraid. 


“To-morrow,” to my heart I would have whispered, 
“T will rise early in the morning hours, 
And wand'ring o'er the hillside I will gather 

. The fairest flowers. 


“ Tall, slender lilies (for my Saviour loved them, 

And tender words about their beauty spake), 

And golden buttercups, and glad-eyed daisies, 
But just awake. 

“* Grass of the field’ in waving, feath’ry beauty, 

He clothed it with that grace, so fair but brief, 

Mosses all soft and green, and crimson berry, 
With glossy leaf. 


“ While yet the dew is sparkling on the blossoms 

I'll gather them, and lay them at his feet, 

And make the blessed place where he is sleeping 
All fair and sweet. 


“The birds will come, I know, and sing above him, 
The sparrows whom he cared for when awake, 
And they will fill the air with joyous music 

For his dear sake." 


And, thinking thus, the night would soon be passing, 
Fast drawing near that first, glad Easter light. 
Ah, Lord, if I could but have seen thee leaving 

The grave's dark night, 


I would have kept so still, so still, and clasping 

My hands together as I do in prayer, 

I would have knelt, rev'rent, but oh, so happy !— 
Had I been there. 


Perhaps he would have bent one look upon me; 
Perhaps, in pity for that weary night, 
He would have laid on my uplifted forehead 

A touch so light ; 


And all the rest of life I should have felt it, 

A sacred sign upon my brow imprest, 

And ne'er forget that precious, lovely vigil, 
8o richly blest. 


Dear Lord, thro’ death and night I was not near thee; 
But in thy risen glory can rejoice, 
So, loud and glad in song this Easter morning, 
Thou'lt hear my voice, 
Hartford. Conn. 





MAMIE’S ACCOUNT OF EASTER. 
BY HOPE LEDYARD. 


I was in the Astor Library in New York, one Saturday, 
which happened to be the day before Easter that year, 
when I saw two little girls come shyly up to the librarian, 
and ask him in a whisper for some books. I wondered 
what the children were going to read about, for neither of 
them could have been more than ten years old; so I 
watched what they would do, The gentleman gave them 
a great pile of books, and each taking an armful they went 
to a table and began to study. They sat there for nearly 
an hour. Now and then they would laugh softly at some 
funny picture, and one of them seemed to take notes. The 
little girl who only read and looked at pictures, grew tired, 
and, after coaxing her friend to come with her, went away. 
Then the little girl that was left began to write in earnest, 
and wrote for quite a long time; but at last she was 
finished, and, having returned the books, began to roll up 
her papers to go home. I sat so near that I leaned over 
and asked, “ Have you ever been here before?” 

“No, ma’am,” she answered, “but auntie said she’d 
give us an Easter party, if we learned as much as we could 
about Easter, and wrote it out, So Kitty and I came here 
to read about it. I do hope I’ve written enough, and 
spelled my words right, for I want so much to have the 

arty.” 

“ Would you like me to look it over and tell you?” 

Yes, ma’am. Only you mustn't tell me any spelling, 
at wouldn't be fair.” 

s pleased to find the little girl so honest, and read 

vant-of Easter with interest. As I found her 





auntie was an old friend of mine, I have gotten a copy of 


it for you. I wonder if any of my young readers could do 
better. 


“ Easter Sunday is a Sunday in the spring of the year, 
kept as a sort of anniversary of Christ’s rising from the 
dead. I never knew why one year Easter comes in March, 
and another in April; but I find that a long time ago, in 
325, the Council of Bishops and the Pope agreed to make 
it a rule that Easter ‘should fall on the first Sunday after 
the full moon which happens upon or next after March 21. 
If the full moon comes on a Sunday, Easter is the Sunday 
after.’ By this rule, Easter may come anywhere between 
March 22 and April 25. 

“It seems to me that they used to make as much fuss 
over the Easter holidays in England as we do over the 
Christmas ones. Even big people played games, and on 
Easter Monday the grown men went around from house to 
house with a chair, and whenever they could get a woman 
to sit in it, they would hoist the chair up, and not let her 
down till she had paid a sixpence, or would kiss each of 
them. I don’t think that was very nice; but I suppose 
big people couldn’t read in those days—most of the common 
people, I mean—so they had to play such foolish games. 
Colored eggs have always been used at Easter. They used 
to give them out in church, even, and then people ‘ butted’ 
each other’s eggs, and now and then an egg would crack a 
great many others before it would break. Flowers, too, 
have always been used at Easter, and I don’t wonder. I 
think even a little girl can’t help thinking of Christ’s rising 
from the dead, when she sees the beautiful green leaves 
coming out on a bush that has looked quite dead. I like 
Easter the best of any time in the year, because, though I 
am very happy at Christmas, and enjoy Thanksgiving, 
yet if Christ had not risen again from the dead, I 
could not feel sure that my dear mother will rise again. 
‘But as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.’ Mamie.” 


I suppose you will like to know whether Mamie earned 
her party. I was quite curious about it, and took care to 
find out. It seems that Kittie is Mamie’s cousin. Kittie’s 
mother, Mrs. Kent, since Mamie’s mamma died, has taken 
care of her little niece, and loves her very dearly. Kittie 
is not fond of studying; and after looking at the pictures 
in the different books, and reading funny stories that had 
nothing to do with Easter, she went home, saying she 
would write her account before bedtime. You know this 
was on Saturday, and there would be no other chance 
for Kittie to write. When Mamie handed her nicely 
copied account to auntie, Mrs. Kent asked Kittie for hers. 

“Oh, I'll write it after dinner,” she said. 

“ Kittie,” said her mamma, “take care you do not put it 
off till the last moment; for if you do not earn your Easter 
party, you must go to stay at Miss Pardee’s all the after- 
noon, while Mamie has her little friends here.” 

Kittie took her pencil and paper, on hearing this, and 
as soon as she had finished her dinner set to work. But 
somehow she could remember nothing that she had read 
about Easter. Mamie was not allowed to help her, and at 
nine o'clock this is what she had written : 

“ Easter is a Sunday that the Roman Catholics keep, to 
celebrate Christ's rising from the dead. Other churches 
keep it, but we don’t have flowers in our church. Then 
people have Easter eggs.” 

“Tt is nine o'clock, Kittie,” said her mother, just as 
Kittie had written “eggs” very carefully; “so hand me 
your paper, and go to bed.” 

I am sorry to say Kittie felt very cross, and said 
to herself, “ Mother likes Mamie better than me.” She 
went to the room the two little girls had together, and 
instead of reading her Bible and kneeling in prayer, hurried 
into bed, feeling very much abused. 

Mamie opened the Bible her dear mother had left her 
when she was but six years old, and she read the verses 
about Christ’s being taken down from the cross and laid in 
the tomb; then she knelt and prayed, and then crept into 
bed, and put her arms round Kittie, who at once began to 
ery. I think Mamie’s kind, petting words did herself good, 
but Kittie was in too naughty a humor to be petted 

You may be sure Easter Sunday was a very different 
day to Mamie, who had done her best and asked God to 
bless her, from what it was to Kittie; but I am glad to 
say that when Mrs. Kent talked to her little daughter, and 
read her what Mamie had written, Kittie saw, how lazy 
and idle she had been, and how that had made her 
jealous and cross, aud careless as to her prayers and Bible 
reading. 

Kittie was sent to Miss Pardee’s on Easter Monday, 
but Mamie was so heartbroken about it that at five 
o’clock Mrs. Kent sent for her little daughter, and then the 
girls and boys had a merry time hunting from the top to 
the bottom of the house for the cunning little nests, with 
one or two Easter eggs in each, that Mrs. Kent had hidden 





in odd corners. At eight o’clock they all gathered round 
the piano, and sang: 
Easter bells are ringing, ringing, 
O’er the land triumphantly, 
and 
He is risen, He is not here, 
Seek Him not among the dead, 


and then every one declared they had had a lovely Easter 
Monday, and kissed good-night. 








EASTER LESSONS. 


AN EASTER TEACHING. 


BY M. E. WINSLOW. 





As blossoms, songs of birds, and green turf springing 
Alone make not our welcome northern spring, 

So Easter flowers and bright-eyed children singing 
Not of themselves the joyful festal bring 


What if to Mary in the dewy morning 

The garden’s freshness had been all she sought? 
If to the flowers those leafy aisles adorning 

She had poured out the spices that she brought ? 


If her rapt ear amid the sheen and glisten 

And music which that garden might afford, 
Had failed for deeper, holier tones to listen, 

She would have missed the message of her Lord. 


The Spring a presence is instinct and living, 
Folding past Winter in her grave away 
Ev’n as the ris’n Christ, our new life giving, 

Cast off his grave-clothes upon Easter Day. 


Yet are there multitudes forever missing 

The inner meaning of our holiest things, 
Who only see the Easter sunshine kissing 

A world of spirits that have lost their wings. 


They bend before God’s altars, where are twining 
His flowers of gorgeous hue and rich perfume, 

But never see the angel whiteness shining 
Around the portals of an empty tomb. 


They join the anthem grandly there upraising 
Their “ Allelujahs” from the garden’s sod, 

But never learn from his sweet ‘‘ Mary,” praising 
Unto the Master and the risen God. 


Like flowers, themselves in fresh attire clothing, 

With outward sheen, their outward forms they wreathe; 
But cast not off with deep repentant loathing 

Sin’s tattered grave-clotifes closely wrapped beneath. s 


But saintly souls will pierce the inner meaning, 
Will find in beauty’s heart the throb of love, 
And from the Easter jubilance be gleaning 
The life whose full perfection is above. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





EASTER. 
BY THE REY. JOHN BOLTON. 

[An exercise for Sunday-school scholars who, with Bibles 
in their hands, are to find the references, and read as called 
upon. ] 

Text. [To be read by all in concert. ] 


Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation (John 5: 28, 29). 


Leader : “If a man die, shall he live again?” This ques- 
tion, from Job 14: 14, is the great question which is ever 
being asked. 
Assistant: All do die; as is said in Heb. 9: 27: 

It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. 
Leader : What is death? 
Boys : 


Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their 
breath, they die, and return to their dust (Psa. 104: 29). 


Girls : 

The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall Icry? All flesh 
is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; because the spirit of the 
Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass 
withereth. the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand 
for ever (Isa. 40 : 6-8). 

Leader : What is the likeness here declared between men 
and plants? (Both die, are buried, and rise again.) 

Inuustration : A lily bulb, or a hyacinth bulb, may be 
shown; or a picture of either may be drawn on the board. 
In the latter case, represent it as buriedin the soil. Draw 
from the scholars and emphasize these points. The bulb is 
dead, dry, cold. When planted in the ground, it is buried 
out of sight, with the worms, out of man’s power, but in 
God's keeping. 

Leader : Will it live again? The same old question. All 
read from Job 14: 14: “Ifa man die, shall he live again?” 

“If so,” says some objector, “with what body shall it 
come?” All read 1 Cor, 15: 35-37. ; 

School : 
But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with 
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body .do they come? Thou fool, that which thou. sowest 1s not 
quickened, except it die: and that which thou sowest, thou sowest 
not tliat body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, 
or of some other grain. 


Léader ; Christ says in Luke 12: 27,— 


Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not. they spin not; 
and..yet I say unto you, that Talemee in all his glory was not ar- 
rayed like one of these. 


School : 
But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every 
seed his own body (1 Cor. 15: 38). 


[At this point, draw upon the board a picture of a lily, or 
other plant corresponding to the bulb used, or produce a 
picture of the plant, or, better still, show the plant itself 
in bloom. } 


Leader: As the resurrection of the lily, so the resurrec- 
tion of the man, as appearsin 1 Cor. 15: 51-53: 


Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep. but we 
shall all be changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. at 
the last trump: fer the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 


School : 


So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory 
(1 Cor. 15: 54). 


Leader :. Now let us all return to our opening text, John 
5 : 28, 29, and read it in concert: 


Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they 
that have Sons good. unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 


Ledder : Christ is the conqueror of death and the grave. 
Jesus said unto Martha: ‘ 


I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live (John 11: 25). 


All: [Read in concert, or in alternate verses with the 
leader, Matt. 28 : 1-10.] 


1. In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first 
day of the week came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see 
the sepulchre 

2 int, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven. and came and rolled back the 
stone from the door, and sat upon it. 

3. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as 
snow : 

4. And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
déad men. 

5. And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not 
ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 

6. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay. 

7. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the 
dead ; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye 
seé him: lo, I have told you. ¢ 

8 And-they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and 
great joy: and did run to bring his disciples word. 

9. And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 
saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and 
worshiped him. 

10. Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren 
that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me. 


Sing: “There is a Happy Land.” 





~*' RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 


AN EASTER EXERCISE. 
BY HENRY P. HAVEN. 


-[The very last thing sent to us by the late Henry P. 
Haven’ was the subjoined Easter exercise prepared for his 
New London Sunday-school. Easter came, last year, on 
the sixteenth of April. Mr. Haven died two weeks later, 
on Sunday, April 30: A peculiar interest therefore attaches 
to this latest work of his in a line which he greatly enjoyed. 
In this exercise the ‘superintendent announces the several 
parts in their order. Each class, as it is called on, rises, and 
recites its assigned portion, teacher and scholars in concert. 
We have substituted class numbers for the names of teach- 
ers as given in Mr: Haven’s plan.—Tue Epiror.] 

Singing : 

pe ire O day of rest and gladness. 

” Prophecy of King David of the resurrection of Christ: 
School (all in concert): Psalm 16: 8-11. 

Testimony of St. Peter that this prophecy referred to 
Jesus: 
Teachers : Acts 2: 25-28. 
Prophecies of Jesus that he should rise again. Those 
given in the Gospel of St. Matthew: 
School: Matthew 17; 22, 23. 
Class No.1: Matthew 16: 21. 
Class No. 2: Matthew 27: 62, 63. 
Given in the Gospel of St. Mark: 
Class No. 3: Mark 8: 31. 
Given in the Gospel of St. Luke: 
Class No. 4: Luke 9: 22. 
Class No.5: Luke 18: 33. 
Given in the Gospel of St. John. 
Class No. 6: John 2: 19. 
_ Testimony of angels that Jesus rose from the dead: 

Class No. 7: Matthew 28: 5, 6. 

Class No. 8: Mark 16: 5, 6. 
Class No. 9: Luke 24: 4-6. 





Class No. 10: John 20: 11-13. 
School; Acts 1: 10, 11. 
Six appearances of Jesus after his resurrection: ° 
Class No. 11: To two women; Matt. 28: 9. 
Class No. 12: To two disciples; Mark 16: 12. 
Primary Department: To Simon Peter; Luke 24: 34. 
Class No. 13: To ten apostles; John 20: 19. 
Class No. 14: To eleven apostles ; John 20: 26. 
Class No. 15: To seven disciples; John 21: 1. 
Singing : 
Hark! what mean those holy voices? 
Testimony of St. Luke in his second book: 
School: Acts 1: 1-3. 
Five testimonies of the Apostle Peter: 
Class No. 16: At the descent of the Holy Ghost; Acts 
2: 32. 
Class No. 17: In the temple; Acts 3: 15. 
Class No. 18: Before the high-priest; Acts 4: 10. 
Class No. 19: Preaching to Cornelius; Acts 10: 40. 
Class No. 20: In his first Epistle; 1 Peter 1: 3. 
Six testimonies of St. Pail : 
Class No. 21: In his sermon at Antioch; Acts 13: 30, 31. 
Class No. 22: In his Epistle to the Romans; Romans6: 9. 
Class No. 23: In preaching at Thessalonica; Acts 11: 2,3. 
Class No. 24: In his Epistle to the Church in Thessalonica ; 
1 Thessalonians 4: 13, 14. 
Class No. 25: In his defense before Agrippa; Acts 26: 
21, 21. 
Class No. 26: In his letter to Timothy ; 2 Timothy 3: 18. 
Give a brief summary of the proofs of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion as given by St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
School: 1 Corinthians 15: 3-8. 
Importance of this truth to the sinner : 
Class No. 27: Romans 4: 23-25. 
Singing: 


Yes, the Redeemer rose ! 





EASTER GLEANINGS. 


EASTER IN THE EARLY CHURCH. 


(From Smith's Dictionary of Christian Antiquities. | 








The season of Easter was, from a very early period, 
observed with special solemnity by the Christian Church. 
The Paschal season originally extended over fifteen days, 
of which Easter Day was the central point, commencing 
with Palm Sunday, and terminating with Low Sunday. 
The first week was known as “ Pascha of the Crucifixion,” 
the second week as “ Pascha of the Resurrection.” . . . 

This day was known by a variety of titles in the early 
church. ‘Great Sabbath” occurs (in the letter of the 
church of Samaria detailing the martyrdom of Polycarp). 
The term is evidently borrowed from John 19: 31. It had 
a double character, penitential and jubilant ; as the conclu- 
sion of the great Lenten fast, and as the prelude of the 
Festival of the Resurrection. This was the only Sabbath 
in the whole year on which fasting was permitted. The 
fast of Easter Eve was of the strictest character, and was 
—— at least till midnight. Good Friday and Easter 

ve being a continuous fast, in supposed obedience to our 
Lord’s words. Matt.9:15.... 

Jerome assigns as a reason for the congregation not being 
dismissed on Easter Eve till after midnight, that even as 
the paschal deliverance of Israel took place at midnight 
(Exodus 12: 29), it was the expectation of the Church, 
according to apostolical tradition, that Christ would return 
to accomplish the redemption of his Church and triumph 
over his enemies at the same hour. That hour being past, 
the awe with which the Lord’s coming was anticipated 
being relieved, the Easter feast was po. Phra with uni- 
versal joy. We have evidence that in Tertullian’s time 
it was spent in public worship, when he speaks of the 
difficulty which would be caused by the absence of a Chris- 
tian wife from her heathen husband during the whole 
night at the time of the paschal solemnities. As the night 
advanced and Easter drew nearer, all sign of mourning was 
laid aside for the highest festal jubilee. One special 
solemnity indicating the festival character of this night 
was the lighting of lamps and candles, a custom which 
is repeatedly referred to by writers from the fourth cen- 
tury downwards. .. . . 


We find a reference to the same custom in Gregory 
Nazianzen, who speaks of persons of all ranks, even magis- 
trates and men and ladies of rank, carrying lamps, and 
setting up tapers, both at home and in the churches, thus 
turning night into day; and again describes this “sacred 
night” as a “torch bearing,” being as it were a forerunner 
of the rising of the great light, Christ. Gregory Nyssen 
also describes the brilliancy of the illumination as a cloud 
oi fire mingling with the dawning rays of the sun, and 
making the Eve and festival one continuous day without 
any interval of darkness. From a poem of Prudentius we 
learn that the church was illuminated with lamps depend- 
ing from the roof, reminding the spectator of the starry 
firmament. In later times one special wax taper of large 
size was solemnly blessed, as a type of Christ’s rising from 
the dead to give light to the nhs 

The latter hours of the evening and the night were spent 
by the assembled ees m united prayer and sup- 
ae the singing of psalms and hymns, reading the 

riptures, and in hearkening to the exhortations of the 
bishop and presbyters. 





EASTER CUSTOMS IN ENGLAND. 
(From Chambers’s Book of Days.] 

The old Easter customs which still linger among us [in 
England] vary considerably in form in different parts of 
the kingdom. The custom of distributing the “ pace,” or 
“pasche ege,” which was once almost universal omong 
Christiane, is still observed by children, and by the peas- 
antry in Lancashire. Even in Scotland, where the great 
festivals have for centuries been suppressed, the young 
people still get their hard-boiled, dyed eggs, which they 
roll about or throw, and finally eat. In ‘Tanebin, and 
in Cheshire, Staffordshire and Warwickshire, and perhaps 
in other counties, the ridiculous custom of “liftmg” or 
“heaving” is practised. On Easter Monday the men lift 
the women, and on Easter Tuesday the women lift or 
heave the men. The process is performed by two lusty 
men or women joining their hands across each other's 
wrists ; then making the person to be heaved sit down on 
their arms, they lift him up aloft two or three times, and 
often carry him several yards along a street. . . . 

In Durham, on Easter Monday, the men claim the privi- 
lege to take off the women’s shoes, and the next day the 
women retaliate. Anciently, both ecclesiastics and laics 
used to play at ball in the churches for tansy-cakes on 
Easter-tide ; and though the profane part of this custom is 
happily everywhere diets tinned, tansy-cakes and tansy- 
gs are still favorite dishes at Easter in many parts. 
n some parishes in the counties of Dorset and Devon, the 
clerk carries round to every house a few white cakes, 
as an Easter offering; these cakes, which are about the 
eighth of an inch thick, and of two sizes, the larger being 
seven or eight inches, the smaller about five in diameter, 
have a mingled bitter and sweet taste. In return for 
these cakes, which are always distributed after divine service 
on Good Fnday, the clerk receives a gratuity according to 
the circumstances or generosity of the householder. 





EASTER IN ROME. 
[From Chambers’s Book of Days.} 

At Rome, as might be expected, Easter Sunday is cele- 
brated with elaborate ceremonials, for which preparations 
have been making all the previous week. The day is 
ushered in by the firing of cannons from the castle of St. 
Angelo, and about 7 o'clock, carriages with ladies and gen- 
tlemen are beginning to pour towards St. Peter's. That 
magnificent basilica is found to be richly decorated for the 
oceasion. The altars are freshly ornamented, and the lights 
around the tomb and figure of St. Peter are now blazing 
after their temporary extinction. 

According to usage, the Pope officiates this day at mass 
in St. Peter's, and be does so with every imposing accessory 
that can be devised. From a hall in the adjoining palace 
of the Vatican, he is borne into the church, under circum- 
stances of the utmost splendor. Seated im his Sedia Geséa- 
toria his vestments blaze with gold; on his head he wears 
the tiara, a tall round gilded cap representing a triple 
crown, and which is understood to signify spiritual power, 


temporal power, and a union of both. ide him are 
borne the Jrabelli, or large fans, composed of ostrich feathers, 
in which are set the eye-like parts of ks’ feathers, 


to signify the eyes or vigilance of the Church. Over him 
is borne a silk canopy, richly fringed. After officiating at 
mass at the high altar, the Pope is, with the same cere- 
mony, and to the sound of music, borne back through the 
crowded church, and then ascends to the balcony over the 
central doorway. There, rising from his chair of state, 
and environed by his chinsipat officers, he pronounces a 
benediction, with indulgences and absolution. 





EASTER EVENS AND EASTER DAYS. 
{From the Standard of the Cross. } 

That first Easter Even was a dark day for the Church. 
At other periods of distress some have had hope. But 
there is no reason to suppose that any of the disciples had 
the slightest expectation of the event which happened on 
the first Easter morning. It had been a black Friday. 
And the next day was as dark—a day of blank despair. 
It seems strange that our Lord’s promise of his resurrection 
had made noimpression. But evidentlyit had not. What 


.the thoughts of the disciples were when their Master’s 


body lay in the tomb of Joseph, can only be imagined. 
Probably they were too much stunned to think. They 
only knew that Jesus was dead. They could not under- 
stand it. It must have seemed to them that there had 
been a terrible mistake somewhere. 

And no such other day has there been in the Church as 
that first Easter Day. The narrative does not say much 
about the joy; it is not necessary. A single word was all 
that Mary Magdalene could utter when she saw the Lord. 
It was no wonder that many of the disciples were slow to 
believe; they would hardly dare to hope that the news of 
the Resurrection was true. What a day of intense relief 
and rapturous joy it must have been to those who loved 
the Lord ! 

The history of the Church has been a succession of Easter 
Evens and Easter Days. Periods of persecution have been 
followed by periods of relief. An age of corruption has been 
followed by an age of reformation. An era of lethargy has 
been followed by an era of activity. And it would seem 
from the Scriptures that there is yet in store for the Church 
an Easter Even as dark as any, which is to be followed by 
the ea Easter that will close the cycle of the Church on 
earth. 

And'the history of the Church at large has been the his- 
tory of particular efforts. Almost all work for Christ has 
passed through a period, or periods, of hopelessness. On 
any human calculations, the chances against success were 
many to one. It is something against an effort, that it 
does not have a struggle with adversity. There is room 
for the suspicion that it is not a thorough-going Christian 
enterprise. An Easter Day without an Easter Even is 


hardly a legitimate Christian experience, 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 


STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 
[Second Quarter, 1877.) 


1, April 1.—The Oil Increased.......-....--..----.----2 Kings 4: 1-7 
2 April 8—The Shunammite’s Son-_.-..--...-------- 2 Kings 4: 25-37 
3. April 16.—Naaman the Leper----------------------- 2 Kings 6: 1-14 
4. April 22.—Gehazi the Leper__......--.-..--------- 2 Kings 5: 20-27 
6. April 29.—Elisha at Dothan.-._. a-------------2 Kings 6: 8-18 
6. May 6.—The Famine in Samaria _.._._.......--...2 Kings 7: 12-20 
7. May 13.—Jehu the King--------.---------.------- 2 Kings 10: 20-31 
& May 20.—Jonah at Nineveh.................----------4 Jonah 3: 1-10 
9. May 27.—The Death of Elisha__..........._-----.2 Kings 13: 14-21 
10. June 3.—The Lamentation of Amos____....------- _Amos 5: 1-15 
ll. June 10.—The Promise of Revival_........-.--------- Hosea 14: 1-9 
12. June 17.—The Captivity of Israel _.........---.--- 2 Kings 17: 6-18 
13. June %#.—Review Lesson. 





LESSON 3, SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 1877. 
Title: NAAMAN THE LEPER. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Wasu me, AND I SHALL BF WHITER THAN BNOW.—Pea. 
51:7: 
Lesson Topic: Cleansed through Obedience. 
1. Defilement, v. 1. 
2. Good Tidings, v. 2-10. 
3. Hesitation, v. 11-13 
4. Cure, v. 14. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, April 9: 2 Kings 5: 1-14. Cleansed through obedience. 
Tuesday, April 10: Lev. 13. 38-46. The defilement of leprosy. 
Wednesday, April 11: Lev. 14: 1-29. The law of cleansing. 
Thursday, April 12: Mark 1: 35-45. A leper cleansed. 
Friday, April 13: Luke 17: 11-19. Where are the nine? 
Saturday, April 14: Zech. 13: 19. A fountain opened. 
Sunday, April 15: Psa, 51: 1-19. Whiter than snow. 

LESSON TEXT. 

(2 Kings 5: 1-14.) 

1. Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a 
great man with his master. and honorable, because by him the Lord 
had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in 
valor, but he was a leper. 

2. And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought 
away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she 
waited on Naaman’s wife. 

3. And she said unto her mistress, Would God my Lord were 
with the prophet that i in Samaria! for he would recover him of 
his leprosy. 

4. And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said 
the maid that is of the land of Israel. 

5. And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter 
unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten 
talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of 
raiment. 

6, And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying. Now, 
when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent 
Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his 
leprosy. 

7. And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the 
letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to 
make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of 
his leprosy’? Wherefore consider, | pray you, and see how he 
seeketh a quarrel against me. 

8. And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that 
the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, 
saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to 
me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel 

9. So Naaman came with his horses and with bis chariot, and 
stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 

10. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash 
in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and 
thou shalt be clean. : 

11. But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I 
thought, he will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the 
name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place, and 
recover the leper. 

12. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus. better than 
all the waters of Israel’? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So 
he turned and went away in a rage 

18. And his servants came near. and spake unto him, and said, 
My iather, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest 
thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to 
thee, Wash, and be clean? 

14. Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jor- 
dan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came 
again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean 


Outline : 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Kings 5: 1. Naaman.——And many lepers were in 
Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was 
cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. Luke 4: 27. 

The Lord had given deliverance.——Safety is of the 
Lord. Prov. 21: 31.——I have made the earth, the man and the 
beast tnat are upon the ground, by my great power and by my 
outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet to 
me And now have I given al! these lands into the hand of 





Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon, my servant. Jer 27. 5.6.| was the city of that name, which was the royal residence. 


——Thou, O king, art a king of kings; for the God of heaven 
hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength. and glory. Dan. 
2: 37.——Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all 
against me, except it were given thee from above. John 19. 11. 





A leper. When the plague of leprosy is in a man, then he 
shall be brought unto the priest; and the priest shal] see him- 
Lev. 13: 9, 10.——This shall be the law of the leper in the day of 
his cleansing. Lev. 14. 2——-Command the children of Israel, 
that they put out of the camp every leper. Numb 5: 2——And 
the Lord smote the king, so that he was a leper unto the day of his 
death, and dwelt in a several house. 2 Kings 15: 5——And 
Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death. 2 Chron. 
26: 21.——Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper. 
Matt. 26: 6. 


V.3. Would God. Would God that all the Lord’s people 
were prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them. 
Numb. 11: 29.——And Paul said, I would to God that not only 
thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost and 
altogether such as I am, except these bonds. Acts 26: 29.——I 
would to God that ye did reign, that we also might reign with you. 
1 Cor. 4: 8. , 


He would recover him of his leprosy. And behold, 
there came a leper and worshiped him, saying, Lard, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean. And Jesus ‘put forth his hand, 
and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately 
his leprosy was cleansed. Matt. 8: 2, 3. The lepers are cleansed. 
Matt. 11: 5. And as he entered into a certain village, there 
met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: and they 
lifted up their voices and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 
And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go, shew yourselves 
unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they 
were cleansed. Luke 17: 12-14. 

vV.5. Go to, go. And they said one to another, Go to, 
let us make brick... . And the Lord said .. . Go to, let us go 
down, and there confound their language. Gen. 11: 3, 6, 7.—— 
I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth. Eccl. 
2: 1.——And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my 




















vineyard. Isa. 5: 5———Go to now, ye that say, To-day or to- 
morrow we will go into such acity. Jas. 4: 13——Go to now, ye 
rich men. Jas. 5: 1. 


Changes of raiment. To all of them he gave each man 
changes of raiment. Gen. 45: 22——I will give you thirty sheets 
and thirty change of garments. Judges 14: 12. 
are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 


Vv. 7. Am I God ?——And Jacob's anger was kindled against 
Rachel ; and he said, Am I in God's stead? Gen. 30 : 2——See now 
that I, even I, am he, and there is no God with me. Deut. 32: 39. 
——tThe Lord killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to the 
grave, and bringeth up. 1 Sam. 2: 6 He hath torn, and he 
will heal us, he hath smitten and he will bind up. Hosea 6: 1. 


v.8. A prophet in Israel. And they, whether they 
will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious 
people,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among 
them. Ezek 2: 5. And by a prophet the Lord brought Israel 
out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved. Hosea 12: 13. 


v.10. Go, and wash in Jordan seven times.—And 
{Jesus} said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by 
interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, 
and came seeing. John 9: 7——And such Were some of you; but 
ye are washed. 1 Cor 6: 11. 


Thy flesh shall come again to thee.——aAnd the Lord 
said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. 





Your riches 
James 5: 2. 

















And he put his hand into his bosom; and when he took it out, | 
‘behold, his hand was leprous as snow. And he said, Put thine 


hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom 
again ; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned 
again as his other flesh. Ex. 4: 6, 7. 

V.11. Naamarz was wroth, and went away. The 
turning away of the simple shall slay them. Prov. 1: 32-——But 
when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, 
Matt. 19: 22. From that time many of his disciples went back, 
and walked no more with him. John 6: 66.——See that ye refuse 
not him that speaketh. Heb. 12: 25. 


v.13. Wash, and be clean.—Wash me thoroughly from 
mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. Psa. 51: 2——-Wash me. 
and I shall be whiter than show. Psa 51: 7——Wash ye, make you 
clean, Isa, 1: 16——Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou 
hast no part with me. John 13: 8. Wash away thy sins. 
Acts 22: 16.—.-These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Rev. 7: 14. 

















INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


Between this lesson and that preceding, two instances of 
Elisha’s miracle-working power are given. The first is the 
healing of the poisonous pottage of which a company of young 
prophets had eaten (chap. 4: 38-41). The second is the satis- 
fying of a hundred hungry men with twenty barley loaves 
(chap. 4: 42-44). 

The lesson of to-day is one of the separate events which are 
given to show the power of Elisha. Its date is B. C. 894, 
or thereabouts. 

Syria lay at the north of Palestine, but the name was some- 
times used for all Palestine ahd the region north of Aleppo. 
Syria was, however, divided into several principalities, of 
which Syria of Damascus was one, and from this section Naa- 
man came (v.12). Samaria, where Naaman found Elisha, 





Hence the quick communication between the king of Israel 
and the prophet (v. 8). From Damascus to Samaria, in an 
air-line, is about one hundred and eight miles; by the traveled 
roads, some addition would, of course, be made. 

From Samaria to where Naaman would cross the Jordan on 
his home trip is about twenty-five miles. While going this 
distance, Naaman’s rage would have time to abate; and once 
at the river’s bank, he would be apt to listen to the wise words 
of his servants (v. 13). 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., L.H.D. 


The name Naaman is as much Hebrew as it 18 Syriac, if 
we may speak of the two languages at the same time as differ- 
ent ones. One of the sons of Benjamin had the same appella- 
tion. See Genesis 46: 21 ; Numbers 26: 40. 

A great man with his master, and honorable(v. 1). It should 
rather be, honored ; literally, one whose face was lifted up. 


Because by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria. 
The Rabbins have a tradition that it was he who slew Ahab 
in battle. This is partly confirmed by Josephus, though the 
Bible leaves it altogether uncertain. 

He was also a mighty man in valor, but he wasa leper. The 
original conciseness would give it: but this mighty man of war 
was a leper. Some question has been made whether he was 
secluded from all public employments, like other lepers; but 
of this there could seem to be no doubt. The disease would 
incapacitate him, but still there is reason to believe that he 
was fot driven into such perfect retirement as were other 
lepers. He was a great favorite with the king, who was 
anxious for his recovery, and it is probable that in his case 
this loathsome infliction had not reached its height. 


And the Syrians had gone out by companies (v. 2). This may 
refer toa time when there was war between the two coun- 
tries, but there was more or less of marauding even in what 
would be called times of peace. 


And brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little 
maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. The words here 
rendered little maid are the feminine of those applied to the 
precocious youths in the account given in chapter 2: 23. The 
word translated /ittle has here as there the sense of young, 
and the whole phrase means a young girl, grown up, capable 
of service, and, as it appears from the account, a person of 
clear and quick intelligence. She seems to have been attached 
to her new master and mistress, and to have been on friendly 
terms with them, well treated, and well esteemed for her 
abilities and knowledge. She was almost, if not quite, a social 
equal in the family. This may strike us as strange, when we 
draw our notions of slavery from the revolting aspect it has 
often presented in modern times. Throughout the ancient 
world, men and women became slaves by the fortunes of war. 
It was a fate to which each man was equally liable. The 
master or mistress of to-day might become the slave of to-mor- 
row, and hence there was little of that dehumanizing degrada- 
tion which has attended it in our day. Or, we may rather 
say, there was but little of it even among the early Greeks 
and Romans. It could hardly be called degradation at all as 
it existed among the Jews and other Oriental nations. 


Verse 3. This intelligent young girl seems to have been 
well acquainted with the history of Elisha, and probably knew 
something of him personally. Her, interest in her suffering 
lord, who had doubtless treated her with great kindness, 
prompts the warmest desire for his recovery. The phrase 
“would God” has become almost obsolete in our time. The 
original is simply a strong interjection, or declaration of 
desire, like the Latin, wtinam: “oh that my Lord were with 
the prophet that is in Samaria.” 


For he would recover him of his leprosy. There is shown, 
too, a lively interest in her native land, and in the divine 
privileges by which Jehovah had distinguished it. It is the 
glory of Israel, as well as the recovery of Naaman, which she 
has in view. The word rendered recover literally means to 
gather in, referring to the methods by which the cured leper 
was restored to society. 


Verse 5. The King of Syria immediately avails himself of 
the information, for the good of his beloved and devoted ser- 
vant. He writes, without delay, a ietter to the King of Israel, 
and sends with it a magnificent present of silver, and gold, 
and changes of raiment. It is very difficult to estimate an- 
cient values, but a moderate calculation makes the money to 
exceed $50,000 of our currency. Changes of raiment were 
also esteemed among the most costly presents in ancient times, 
They are frequently referred to by Homer as such, and they 
are still so regarded throughout the Oriental world. 


Now when this letter is come unto thee (v. 6). It is a quota- 
tion from the epistle introducing Naaman, his servant, and 
making known his requests. 

Verse 7. We are somewhat surprised at the manner in 
which the King of Israel received it. The Syrian monarch 


undoubtedly meant to honor him by directing his request to 
the lord of Elisha, before addressing Elisha himself. It 
would have been a social and political disrespect had he taken 
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any other course. The King of Israel shows a remarkable 
narrow-mindedness, and a ridiculous terror, in strong contrast 
with the frank conduct of Elisha which soon follows. “Am I 
God,” says he, “ to kill, and to make alive?” In saying this, 
he but uses the pious language of the day, and of the sacred 
writings, which ascribe to God alone the power of life and 
death. His rending his garments, however, is very extrava- 
gant, and the motive he ascribes to the Syrian king is still 
more absurd. 

Some remarks naturally suggest themselves here, before 
going farther in this lesson. The narrative shows that the 
art of writing, as we have before observed, was not only 
known, but well known, and in common use. Letters were 
written and sent, and read by those to whom they were sent, 
with as much ease and familiarity as they are now. It is 
probable that we have, in the Hebrew words before our eyes, 
@ portion of the very transcript. 

Another inference, equally clear and strong, is, that at this 
time the languages of the two nations were almost if not quite 
identical. There is no need of interpreters, nor of speaking in 
an intervening cognate dialect, as where Sennacherib, King of 
Assyria, sends Rabshakeh (Isaiah 36) with a message to Heze- 
kiah and the Jews at Jerusalem; though even in that case 
the Jewish and the Assyrian tongues could not have been 
widely different from each other. But the Syrian and the He- 
brew were closely allied. It must have been so, even in the 
days of Jacob and Laban, who-appear to have thoroughly 
understood each other, although when they part they give, for 
peculiar reasons, quite different names to the mutual monu- 
ment erected between them. 


The Syriac diverges afterwards from the old Phenician or 
Hebrew, and when the Jatter had become a dead, or learned, 
or sacred language, as was the case after the Captivity, we find 
the Syriac, the language’of all Palestine, as the vernacular of 
our Saviour and his cotemporaries. The Bible, both old and 
new, was afterwards translated into it. It continued for 
many centuries a copious language, both as written and 
spoken, carrying with it a rich literature down to compara- 
tively modern times. It is now read without much difficulty 
by one who understands the Hebrew. In these early days, 
however, of Naaman and Elisha, the difference must have 
been very slight. This young Jewish girl and her Syrian 
mistress understood each other well, and the same may be 
said of the other parties, whose names are mentioned in the 
narrative. It may also be well to remark here that the 
Moabites and other nations contiguous to Israel used the same 
old Phenician Hebrew, both orally and in writing. This has 
been made to appear most evident by the late remarkable, yet 
most authentic, discovery of the inscription on the “ Moabitish 
stone,” as it iscalled. It has been deciphered by some of our 
best scholars, such as Dr. Ward of the New York Independent, 
and found to be as purely biblical as a chapter in Samuel or 
in Kings. 

So Naaman came with his horses, and with his chariot, and 
stood at the door of the house of. Elisha (v. 9). Nothing could 
be more condescending, and, at the same time, more dignified, 
than the act of this great Syrian warrior. He seems to feel 
that he is paying honiage to one greater than Elisha or the 
king of Israel. It is this same.idea that relieves the conduct 
of the prophet from all appearance of churlishness. It is God 
whom he represents, and therefore he does not come forth, 
but sends a message. 


Wash . . . and thow shalt be.clean (v.10). It is so much in 
the style of some things said by our Saviour, that we wonder 
not at its having appeared to many commentators like an 
evangelical narrative. 

And Naaman was wroth (v.11). It was not so much at 
any personal indignity offered or supposed to be offered to 
him by the prophet, as the apparent elight put upon the 
beautiful rivers of his own country, and the disappointment of 
his expectations as to the course of the prophet’s proceedings. 
He looked for some pompous or awe-inspiring ceremony, some 
magical rite or muttered incantation, or at least an appeal to 
Elsha’s God ; as is most graphically described in the language 
of the verse. 

Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus (v. 12). They 
are now well known, and have been of late most accurately 
described. See especially a very interesting book, published 
a few years ago, and entitled, The Rob Roy on the Jordan. 
It isan account by a singular writer (but one who, at the 
same time, appears to be remarkably faithful and accurate), of 
an exploration of the streams of Palestine, made in a light 
boat, or canoe, which could be carried on men’s shoulders. 
His means of conveyance enabled him to explore most care- 
fully these two rivers. They both rise in the mountains east 
of Damascus ; one passing through it, and the other a little 
below, until they lose themselves in the desert on the east. 
They are perennial streams of great beauty and fullness, that 
have ever made that region like a fertile oasis from the earliest 
mention of this city, the most ancient whose existence is 
recorded in the Scriptures or elsewhere. On the other hand. 
Jordan was far from being noted for the purity or clearness of 
ita waters. Jonah Ben Gannach, a famous Jewish grammarian, 
thinks that Naaman does not mean to assert a healing power 
in the waters of Damascus, but rather to express his skepticism 





at the whole direction of the prophet, which was so contrary 
to his expectation: as much as to say, “ Have I not, or do I 
not wash continually in the purest waters of Syria, and am I 
clean?” 


Verse 13. Naaman, with all his good qualities, seems to 
have been a very irritable man, and the failing is increased 
here by what appears to have been his great disappointment 
at the mode of proceeding. His servants are cooler and wiser 
men, at least for the occasion. Nothing can be more rauional, 
and, at the same time, convey a keener reproof of their lord's 
rashness, than the advice given. It is also remarkable for its 
respectful tenderness. ‘My father,” they say: it is not a 
common mode of salutation used by inferiors to the lord on 
whom they are dependént, but it shows, in this case, an 
unusual degree of affection between Naainan and his servants. 

Some great thing. Such, perhaps, as they had expected,— 
some difficult and costly means of cure, or work of penance. 
They are surprised at the simple direction which comes so 
readily from the mouth of Elisha, as it does afterwards from 
the lips of our Saviour,— Wash, and be clean, 

Verse 14. The reasonableness of the advice is so apparent 
that we do not wonder at compliance immediately following. 
Seven times. The same remark is applicable here that has 
been made once or twice before. The number may be taken 
to denote merely a repetition until the full effect follows: 
“Dip thyself repeatedly.” 

Like the flesh of a little child. More correctly, like the flesh 
of a young man, which is the real sense, and would corres- 
pond best with the aspect of recovered health. Compare with 
this Job 33: 25, where recovery from sickness is described in a 
similar manner: “ His flesh shall be fresher than that of a 
young man (the same word that is used here), he shall return 
to the days of his youth.” One of the terms explains the other. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


THE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF THE LOVE OF GOD. 


This chief lesson of the narrative is in danger of being over- 
looked amidst the number and variety of the reflections sug- 
gested. Our authority for this estimate is the commentary 
of our Lord himself. ‘ Many lepers were in Israel,” etc. 
(Luke 4: 27). #le was rebuking the narrow sectarianism of 
the Jews, contrasting with it the love of God which knows no 
barrier of race or condition. Elijah was sent to a Sidonian 
widow, and Elisha healed a Syrian leper. . 

For wise reasons the polity of the Israelites was distinct 
from that of other nations, but the love of God was never thus 
limited. The Jews cherished the idea that they alone were the 
objects of his favor. This selfish pride and exclusiveness 
Christ corrected, when he opened his great commission at 
Nazareth, healed the daughter of the Syrophenician woman, 
conversed withthe woman of Samaria, and commanded that 
the gospel should be preached to all nations. This truth was 
supernaturally ‘impressed on Peter (Acts 10) who confessed 
that “God is no respecter of persons, but in every nation he 
that feareth him and worketh mghteousness is accepted with 
him.” This was indicated in many of the precepts and proph- 
ecies of the Old Testament. And this, our Lord taught, was 
the great lesson Of the narrative before us. Let us now glance 
at some of its numerous other teachings. 


THE LEPER. 


1. There is a“ but” in every’ condition of life. Naaman 
was high in rank, in favor at court, famous as a victorious 
general, a mighty man of valor, rich and honorable, but a 
leper! So there are many who are rich but sick; healthy but 
poor; prosperous but anxious; mighty but friendless. Every 
heart knoweth its own bitterness. No condition is complete, 
no lot in life yields unmixed satisfaction. If a“ but” exists 
in our case, let us remember that ‘no strange thing has hap- 
pened to us.” 

2. Let us not envy others. We know not what we desire 
when we wish to change places with those who seem most 
prosperous. The smiling face may disguise an aching heart. 
The splendid raiment may hide a loathsome leprosy. 

3. The “ but” in our condition is doubtless for our good. 
We would set our hearts too much on this world if we had no 
cares and crosses. St. Paul thanked God that there was given 
him a “thorn in the flesh,” that he might not be exalted alsove 
measure. God did not remove it, but promised all-sufficient 
grace to bear it. We may be thankful for any “ but” which 
keeps us from vanity and pride. It has been poetically said 
that the mother-eagle plants a thorn in her nest to force her 
young to fly; and so God “stirs up” our nest with disap- 
pointments to save us from the sinful ease. This leprosy led 
Naaman to the prophet, not only for cure for the body, but, let 
us hope, for the salvation of his soul. “Any trouble has a price- 
less value, which leads us to a greater than Elisha. There is 
always a good purpose in the trials sent us by a God of love, 
and if we do not always understand his dealings, he says to 
us, “ What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know 
hereafter.” 

4. The worst ‘ but” is spiritual leprosy. What are all worldly 





aman?” etc. There are many who are rich, healthy, prosper- 
ous, mighty, but—they are lepers! Clothed in purple, in 
high station, with comfortable homes—but lepers! Many 
are admired, flattered, envied, loved, but alas, they are 
lepers in the sight of God! Many a pretty child, many a 
handsome man, many a lovely woman—leprous! Let every 
one look benedith his outward covering and examine his 
spiritual condition, and if the leprosy of sin is there, esteem 
all other things as dross till this is healed. 


THE LITTLE MAID. 


1. Little folks may do great things. Young boys and girls, 
and older people too, who are weak, ignorant, poor, in very 
humble station, and feel they are only like little children. 
No one should say, “I am useless because I am only a little 
child.” The little maid helped to heal the great warrior. 


2. Little deeds may lead to great results. It was a small 
thing she did when she uttered that kind wish in the hearing 
of her mistress, but it resulted in the cure of an incurable 
disease. The little acorn may produce the great oak. God 
judges of works by the power of the worker, and so a child 
may do as much as a giant, and God may make it as fruitful 
in results. Little acts of kindness, gentle words, and looks of 
love, may tame the tiger, melt the iceberg, and break the rock. 
Instead of regretting that we cannot do the great things 
which greater people do, let us do the little things within our 
reach, and God may make them great. 

3. Little deeds when done amid great difficulties may be heroic. 
This little maid was a captive, a slave. She might have given 
way to despondency, taking no interest in anything, or feeling 
that she was merely property, and had no business to have a 
thought of her own. She might have so given way to grief at 
having been torn from her home as to have no care for others. 
Or she might have cherished bitter anger and revenge toward 
those who had so cruelly wronged her that she might have 
delighted to see her master a slave to leprosy. But she con- 
quered all these natural impulses, and thus her little act be- 
came great. Heroism, magnanimity, martyrdom, are not 
confined to those who can do great things. The little maid 
may share in the honors of the greatest of God's servants. 

4. The importance of religious education. This little maid 
had learned from her parents about Jehovah and his prophet, 
and believed in his power. Let parents and Sunday-school 
teachers be encouraged by the thought,—* This nttle child 
may go to some distant region of the earth, or be placed in 
some position .presenting special opportunities of usefulness, 
and by its knowledge of the healing power of Jesus may do a 
greater work than the little Jewish maid.” 


NAAMAN’S JOURNEY. 

1, He consulted the king his master. So let us lay every 
matter before our Lord. Let us tell Jesus every sorrow, 
every purpose, asking his guidance and help. 

2. He carried a letter from the king. So we carry a king's 
letter‘ to a greater than Elisha. In every step we take in 
seeking salvation we have our Lord’s written promise. We 
appeal to him with his own word, sealed and signed by his 
precious blood. 

3. He took much treasure with him. Spiritual lepers often 
think they must carry something to Christ in order to win his 
regard, as if to purchase the cure. But nothing of ours can 
be any equivalent. We must come empty, that he may fill 
us. ‘ By grace ye are saved.” 

4. He overcame difficulties, The journey was of some length, 
involving fatigue and expense. It might seem humiliating 
for the proud general to ask help from one of a conquered 


nation. He might nave many doubts as to whether his cure- 


was possible, and he knew that many would ridicule him if 
he returned uncured. Yet he went. So if we are in earnest 
to be saved from our spiritual leprosy we shall be willing to 
brave difficulties, and struggle against doubts, till we hear the 
word ‘Be clean.” Let us press along the road, carrying 
nothing but our leprosy and the King’s letter. 

NAAMAN’S RECEPTION BY THE KING OF ISRAEL. 

1. Guard against the provocations and hasty judgments 
which lead to quarrels. Destructive wars have often arisen 
from frivolous pretexts and unreasonable demands. The king 
of Israel knew that monarchs often sent requests which could 
not be granted, as a plea for making war. “War is the 
greatest crime when not the sternest necessity.” War is the 
combination of all horrors. Alas, what multitudes have 
perished to gratify the ambition of one man, or as the result 
of angry passions and unreasonable demands! So of hasty 
judgments. Had the king waited to ask Naaman what the 
letter meant, he would not so hastily have rent his clothes and 
told his court that the letter meant war. It was compliment- 
ary rather than insulting for the favor to be asked from the 
kmng himself rather than from one of his subjects. If some 
err by imperious demands, others err from unreasoning fear, 
or an over-readiness to take offense where none is meant. 

2. The king of Israel knew less than the little maid. His was 
not a practical knowledge. He was not ignorant of Elisha’'s 
power, but at the moment of difficulty his knowledge was not 
available. Peasants and children who know Christ in the 
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practical, knowledge of religion than the most learned who 
have the theory only in their minds, and who, when the 
necessity arises, are at a loss what to do. 


3. We apply to a king who has not to send us to his servants, 
but who heals us himself. 


FLISHA’S INTERVENTION. 


1. The value of faithful counsellors. Elisha, hearing of the 
excitement of the king and the rumors of war, sent saying, 
“ Wherefore?"" Let us value those friends or servants who, 
when we are acting hastily, interpose with “‘ Wherefore?” 

2. We“ know that there is a prophet in Israel.” Why should 
any sinner rend his clothes in despair? There is healing for 
the worst. There is amongst us One “ mighty to save.” Jesus 
says to every leper, “ Let him come now to me, and he shall 
know.” 

3. We must come to Christ humbly, not as Naaman to Elisha, 
“with his horses and with his chariot; '’ wealth and worldly 
distinction are nothing with him. Our reputation for honesty 
and benevolence are nothing. We must come, not in haughty 
pride, but in an humble contrition,—‘t God be merciful to me 
a sinner.” It was not from want of sympathy or proper 
respect that Elisha sent out a messenger instead of going him- 
self, but to teach Naaman that God is no respecter of persons ; 
and that the cure was not to be looked for as the work of 
man, but as the gift of God. 


4. The simplicity of the gospel. ‘Go and wash in Jordan.” 
Jordan had no efficacy, but it was the river of Israel, specially 
associated with their history and the power of God. God, and 
not the water, would cure the leprosy. So, while we are to 
use the means of grace, our salvation is of God. ‘Go, wash!” 
The method was simple —only wash! cheap,—the water was 
abundant, the river open to all; effectual,—nothing more was 
necessary. ‘‘Go, wash, and thou shalt be clean.’ 


5. The impartiality of the gospel. The very same direction 
is given to every one—to the general and the little maid; to 
the philosopher and the peasant; to the moral and the profli- 
gate; go, wash! Naaman with his chariot and horses, retinue 
and treasure, had to do just what the poorest beggar might do. 


NAAMAN'S INDIGNATION 


1. Our thoughts are not always to be trusted. Naaman 
thought the prophet would come out to him, and like some 
magician, moving about, and appealing to heaven, then and 
there effect the cure. If he were to be cleansed by washing, 
he thought that his own rivers, Abana and Pharpar, with 
their pure gushing streams, were better than the muddy 
waters of Jordan. “I thought,’—we often think that God 
might act differently in providence. We murmur, as if his 
plan was not the wisest and best. We would have contrived 
differently. Joseph in prison might have said, “I thought ;”" 
and the sisters of Bethany when Lazarus was dying; and the 
disciples when, instead of asserting his kingly power; Jesus 
yielded himself to death. If we consult a clever doctor, should 
we object to his method of cure with “I thought you would 
have treated me in sucha manner”? If we were in a storm 
at sea, should we remonstrate with the pilot who steers the 
ship and say, “I thought”? We often err by making our 
thoughts into a law for God, and then rebelling against his 
methods because not according to our thoughts. Many refuse 
the gospel because it does not commend itself to their own 
“verifying faculty.’ The question is not “How thinkest 
thou?" but “ What readest thou?” Many lose the benefit of 
Jordan because they think some Abana and Pharphar of their 
own are better than the river of God. 


2. God's gifts are often lost by anger. “ He turned and went 
away in a rage.” God leads us to some muddy stream to 
bless us, and when we see its discolored waters we turn aside 
and carry the leprosy we might have lost. Anger often causes 
incalculable loss in this world. Often a fortune is forfeited, 
a friend alienated, a foe made implacable, by a fit of foolish 
passion, But how terrible when the soul is thus lost through 
anger at some faithful, reproof, some loving effort to lead to the 
healing watersof Jordan, or by resentment against the gospel 
command—"“ Go, wash!" 


REMONSTRANCE OF THE SERVANTS. 


‘1. Master and servants should cultivate kind relations. They 
should feel an interest in each other's welfare; not calculating 
only how much work must be done and wages paid, but 
kindly caring for one another, willing both to offer and receive 
friendly counsél. The relation of employer and employed 
does not destroy the larger relation of neighbors and brethren; 
so that those in humblest station may give and those in loftiest 
receive . 


2. Gentleness in giving advice. How respectful and affec- 
tionate was the appeal of Naaman’s servants; and how credit- 
able to him that his rage was calmed and not increased, and 
that he acted on their advice. There needs great tact and 
gentleness in offering advice, especially to superiors in station, 
above all to persons in a passion. The rough wind tried in 
vain to get away the traveler's cloak; the more it blew, the 
closer he wrapped it round him; but the warm sun shone, and 
he threw it off gladly. Some boast of their ‘plain speaking,” 
which often does more harm than good: we should imitate 


the gentleness of the Omnipotent, who was not in the fire, but 
in “ the still, small voice.” 


3. Many would rather ‘do some great thing” than simply 
believe in Christ. They would go on a pilgrimage, do penance, 
give money, build churches, but not “go and wash.” So also 
some think they are quite willing to give up a great sin, but 
they will not part with the little sins that are ruining them: 
they would do some great service for religion if called upon, 
but they are neglecting the little duties which lie within their 
reach. s 

NAAMAN'S CURE. 

1. God's grace often lays hold of the heads of the horses, and 
turns back the charvot which pride and anger were driving away 
from Jordan. So with Saul of Tarsus on his way to Damascus. 
So with many a soul mysteriously, irresistibly, by an unseen 
hand, turned back from infidelity, sin, despair. 

2. Naaman’s altered disposition. He ‘went down” in two 
senses. His mind previously to his skin became as that of 
a little child. “‘ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 


3. His use of means. Faith was seen in obedience. He did 
as he was told. God has ordained means of grace for our 
help. It is not the church, not the sacraments, nor the Bible, 
nor the ministry, nor prayer, that save of themselves, but 
God alone. Yet we must diligently use the means ordained, 
as Naaman did, “ according to the saying of the man of God.” 


4. Perseverance in the use of means. He dipped seven times. 
Cleansing did not come at once. So Joshua compassed Jericho 
seven days before the walls fell down. The healing was the 
result of all the seven dippings—not of the seventh alone. 
Six blows may be struck on a stone which does not break till 
the seventh falls on it. The first as well as the last blow 
helps. So conversion may seem sudden when it is really 
gradual. We must not undervalue those efforts and influences 
the effect of which is not at once apparent. Let the soul 
seeking salvation persevere in earnest application to the river 
of life; and let those who try to benefit others labor on. If 
their six efforts seem to have no effect, and the seventh, by 
another servant of God, is successful, as the six needed the 
seventh, so the seventh would have failed without the six. 
Let this encourage Sunday-school teachers. 


5. Full salvation. He became as a little child. His thoughts 
had altered and now the skin was cleansed. Christ's salva- 
tion is both internal and external. The heart is changed, the 
life is purified. “ Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 


GOLDEN TEXT. 


“Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.” Personal con- 
viction, Iam a leper: wash me. Faith in Christ, ‘‘ Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Prayer, “ wash me!” 
assurance, “whiter than snow.” ‘“ Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ! (Isa. 1: 18; 1 John 1: 7.) 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Naaman, captain . . . great man, . . . honorable,... 
mighty, ... but... a@ leper (v.1). ‘“ Nothing is stronger 
than its weakest part.” One defective link makes a chain 
worthless. A small leak renders a ship unfit for sea. A 
single fault makes the greatest man imperfect. ‘“ Whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all.” A boy may be a loving son and a bright 
scholar, but if he will lie he can never be trusted. The most 
competent bank clerk who is not honest is good for nothing in 
his place. A man may be great, honorable, mighty, upright, 
in the sight of the world; but if he is not a faithful disciple of 
the Lord Jesus Christ he is as surely a moral outcast in the sight 
of God as if he had not a good trait in his character, nor had 
ever done a single act to be commended. 


The Syrians ... had brought away captive... a litle 
maid (v. 2). And she doubtless thought that her fate was a 
hard one; but it was the best thing for her that ever hap- 
pened. Because she was a captive she was enabled to tell of 
Jehovah's prophet in the home of the heathen general, and to 
send a message even into the Syrian king’s palace. The leper 
was cleansed, and the name of Israel’s God was honored, 
through her fidelity ; and to-day her memory 1s held precious 
wherever the Bible is studied. The best things for us are 
often those over which we grieve the most. Our plans are 
thwarted. We have to find a new home or a new business. 
We are broken up in our course of study. A friend on whom 
we leaned for support is taken away from us. Everything 
seems to go wrong. But by and by we see what a blessing to 
us was the disappointment which almost broke our hearts. It 
is well that we cannot choose for ourselves. Our preferences 
would work our ruin. 

The king of Syria said . . . Iwill send a letter unto the king 
of Israel (v. 5). The little captive maid had told about the 
prophet; but what of that? Isn't a king better than a prophet? 
The king of Syria thought so. And a great many people 
since his day have been of a like opinion. A king is mighty 





in his own strength. A prophet is strong only in God's 





strength. There is many a young man who would feel that 
his chances were better for this life, at least, if he had a rich 
and godless uncle to help him, instead of a poor and praying 
mother. And there are business men who think that a 
“smart” and dishonest partner would be more desirable in 
their firm than a partner who was unflinchingly upright. It 
requires faith to believe that as a friend in need, a servant of 
God is worth a great deal more than aking among men. 


The king of Israel . . . said . . . Am I God, to kill and to 
make alive? (v. 5.) Kings find out that there are limitations 
to their ability, whatever other people may think of them. 
A king cannot make a sick man well any more than a beggar 
can. No earthly station is so high that it lifts a man above 
all sense of weakness. However a man is looked up to 
because of his wealth, or honors, or power, he cannot free 
himself from the possibility of pain, of sorrow, of death. 
Whoever relies on a merely human arm, will find a great 
many things beyond his reach. 

Elisha the man of God ... sent, ... saying,.... Let 
him come now to me (v. 8). He who trusts in God is never in 
extremity. ‘“ With God all things are possible.” Whatever 
needs to be done can be done in God's service. Elisha could 
not cure leprosy, but God could; and if it were best, God 
would do it. So Elisha had no shrinking from this new test 
of God's power and goodness. We need never be afraid: that 
any burden which is on us, or on one who looks to us for 
help, is too heavy for our Lard to bear. Whether it be sick- 
ness, or sorrow, or poverty, or temptation, or sin, our Saviour 
can lift it off, or can give strength to him who carries it. 
Elisha said of the anxious leper, ‘“ Let him come now to me.” 
Jesus says, ‘Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy- 
laden, and I will give you rest.” 


Naaman-was wroth, . . . and said, . . . I thought he would 
surely come, ... and stand, and call,.. . and strike,. . 
and recover (v. 11). Naaman had it all thought out— 
just what Elisha was to do; and he. was angry because 
the thing didn’t come out as he anticipated. He wanted to 
be cured ; butin his own way. Politicians, are often angry if the 
cure of the country’s ills is not attempted in their way. “We 
thought our nev President,” they say, “would come, and 
stand, and call, and strike, and recover; but he is trying 
another plan.” So they turn and go away “ina rage.” It 
is the same with not a few denominationalists. They want 
the world prescribed for after their fashion. Their book of 
doctrine tells how to do it, better than the Bible can. And 
many a sin-sick soul turns away from the simple message of 
salvation, because it isso different from what the sinner looked 
for. He had planned this whole thing out in his mind, and 
he is unwilling to give up his notions of the best way, merely 
because the Bible directs another course. 

Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel (v.12). Perhaps they were; but 
those rivers were not of God's choosing for just that cure. God 
had, by his prophet, named the Jordan for that work, and the 
Jordan alone would answer for it. God has rights which men 
are bound to respect. When he offers a gift, or grants a 
request, he ought to be privileged to confer the favor in his 
own way. If we want any good thing from the Lord, it is 
not for us to ask, ‘Now what is the most sensible thing for 
the Lord to do, according to our way of thinking?” but 
“What is the plan which God has laid down in his word for 
me to follow, to get what I now want?” God’s way for con- 
ferring his favors is undoubtedly the best way; at all events 
it is his way—the only way by which they can be secured. 


If the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it # (v.13). Of course he would have done it. 
There's a satisfaction in doing a great thing. Itseems worth 
while to undertake a work which will strain every nervé and 
employ every power. Many a man would go into battle 
bravely, who now shrinks from having a tooth pulled, and 
who is sometimes timid in a dark room or in a lonely house. 
Thousands of young men would be ready to go across a conti- 
nént, or an ocean, to dig in a gold-mine or a diamond-field, in 
the effort to make money, who are unwilling to give up to- 
bacco, or to live within their income day by day to acquire a 
competency. There are more men who would be willing to 
undertake the great railroad enterprises of Vanderbilt's later 
years than to be as economical and saving as he was in earlier 
life. And ok, how many there are who would do any great 
thing for salvation, if only that were its price! They would 
go to war, or to the martyr’s stake ; they would subject them- 
selves to penance or to bodily torture; anything difficult, any- 
thing great. Man's chief trouble with God’s plan of salvation 
is, that it is so simple ; so easy of attainment by anybody. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 

fs BY FAITH LATIMER. 

In order to preserve some connection with former lessons, 
the teacher should tell the children of the frequent wars be- 
tween the peoples of Syria and Israel. Point out on the map 
the country of Syria. Tell them that the king of Syria, Ben- 
hadad, had thirty-two captains, who commanded his war- 
chariots; that in one battle they alf tried to kill Ahab, king 
of Israel. It is about one of these captains we have’ our 
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story-lesson to-day. In that battle King Ahab was wounded, 
and carried away in his chariot, while the blood streamed 
down from his wounds and the dogs licked it up. 

There is a very old story, which may be true, that this cap- 
tain, named Naaman, was the one whoeshot the arrow that 
wounded King Ahab so that he died. We know that Naaman 
was a great man with his master, the king of Syria; that he 
was a bold, brave soldier who had served his country well, 
for which he was greatly honored; for we are told that “ by 
him the Lord had given deliverance to Syria.” 


The soldiers from Syria used to come in companies with | 


their captains against the people of Israel; and when they 
conquered they used to carry off some of the people and make 
them slaves. In Naaman’s house in Syria, there was one of 
these slaves, a young girl. We do not know how old she 
was. The Bible calls her a little maid. She was quick and 
smart; no doubt her bright face had made Naaman want her 
to live in his fine house and wait on his wife. She was indus- 
trious and willing; and though she was a slave, it does not 
seem that she was too homesick to be useful, or was selfish in 
her sorrow and loneliness. She had been taught to serve God ; 
and she kept his love in her heart, though in a strange land 
and among a strange people. When they prayed in their wor- 
ship to idols, she could pray in her heart to her own true God. 

She saw the great captain coming and going every day with 
his soldiers, and she soon knew that under his gay uniform 
and costly robes was a horrid secret. Perhaps when the 
king’s armor-bearer lifted off his shining helmet, she saw that 
his forehead was withered and white, and she knew what that 
meant. Perhaps the servants whispered to each other, “ He 
is a leper!” That means that he had a dreadful disease 
called leprosy. The doctors could not cure it; it would eat 
away the flesh until it dropped off. Are you not afraid to go 
where there is scarlet-fever or some dreadful disease which 
you might have? 

The leprosy was worse than any such disease ; and in some 
countries lepers were driven away from the cities and could 
not come near any one. Naaman’s leprosy was not so bad 
yet; but.the little maid knew it would beso in time. Ob- 
serve what akind heart the little slave had. She was not 
angry at the great captain who had stolen her from her mother 
and father ; she pitied him; she prayed ,for him ; she wanted 
God's mercy to be shown to him, and that was what she asked. 

See the little maid's faith. It was not a thing that a grand 
lady would like a servant-maid to talk about to her; but faith 
always gives courage, and so her prayer was made to God, 
though in the ear of her mistress, ‘‘ Would God my lord were 
with the prophet that is in Samaria, for he would recover 
hifn of his leprosy.” 

Some one told Naaman, and then he told the king. He wanted 
his chief captain to »\e cured, and he was glad to try any- 
thing; so he wrote « ietter to the king of Israel and sent 
some elegant presents, worth several thousands of dollars of 
our money now. There were great bars of solid silver, and 
pieces of pure gold, and ten different suits of clothing, fit to 
wear at a king’s court. 

See the little maid’s influence. “Go,” said King Ben-hadad ; 
““go, now, and take the presents and this letter; for I have 
written to the king of Israel, ‘I have sent my servant to thee 
that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.” See how the 
little maid’s prayer moved the hearts.of two kings. Was 
there a greater king in heaven who watched and overruled 
thei all? 

The king of Israel read the letter. What did it mean? 
He knew what leprosy meant,—a horrible disease, worse and 
worse until death. He could not cure it, and all the gold on 
earth could not buy it away. He was angry; ‘“‘Am I God,” 
he said, “ to kill and to make alive? He wants to have a 
quarrel with me.” ‘The little maia**was right, she did not 
expect the king to cure'Naaman.. Whom did she wish her 
master could be with? With— 

THR PROPHET IN SAMARIA. 

Elisha heard of the grand visitor, and the king's surprise 
and anger at the letter. He sent word to the king, “ Let him 
comé now to mé, and he shall know that there is a prophet in 
Israel.” The grand procession, the great captain in his gay 
chariot drawn ‘by fine horses in shining harness, the servants 
riding behind him, the’camels laden with heavy packs:which 
held all the presents, came rolling up the street, and stopped 
at the prophet’s door. No doubt it was quite a train, for 
Ben-hadad gave presents in a kingly way ; and long after that, 
when ie was sick, he sent to Elisha forty camels laden with 
good things. How the neighbors must have run out as they 
heard the clatter of wheels.and hoofs, and stared at the strange 
sight before the prophet’s door and reaching far down the 
road? Did Elisha come out and bow down low upon the 
ground? Did he send a servant to bring in his visitor, while 
he looked at the white ulcers, or felt his pulse, or heard the 
story of his pain? He knew all about it; he did not want a 
leper in his house; he did not need to touch him; he only sent 
a message, ‘“‘Go and wash in the Jordan seven times.” 

NAAMAN’S ANGER. 


Told to go and wash, as if that were all he needed. This is 
how he talked in his rage: “I thought he would come out 
and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and 





strike his hand over the place.” He wanted to have a great 
fuss made over him in the presence of all his servants ; but it 
was making light of his trouble, he thought, just to go and 
wash in such a muddy, swiftly rushing stream as the Jordan. 
Up in his own country were two beautiful rivers, flowing 
down from mountains of.snow. Why not go and bathe in 
those pure and cool waters? He started away in a rage. 


HIS SERVANTS. 


The little maid quietly doing her work at home, and proba- 
bly praying for her absent master, was not the only wise ser- 
vant Naaman had, The men-servants who traveled with 
him knew his hot temper, and they knew too it would soon 
be over. They dared to try and reason with him; they 
wanted him to be cured; they had heard all the prophet had 
said, and they believed it. Nagman, in his rage, seemed only 
to remember the first of it, ‘Go and wash seven times;" but 
the servants knew he also said, “ Thy flesh shall come again 
to thee, and thou shalt be clean.” So they came around him ; 
they spoke calmly, and called him, respectfully, “ my father,” 
and said, “If the prophet had bidden you do some great 


| thing, wouldn’t you have done it?—why not, then, when he 


only said, Wash, and be clean?” 

Did he not need to be clean of that fearful sickness, eating 
out all his flesh? He listened, he became willing; they all 
started again, and went on mile after mile, down to the bank 
of the Jordan. How many times did the prophet tell him to 
wash? That was the perfect number among the Jews. He 
dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, just as he had been 
told. 

HIS PERFECT CURE. 


His flesh was as soft and fair as the little maid’s cheek, for 
every sign of the withered, poisoned flesh had disappeared. 
By whose power did Elisha cure Naaman? When Jesus 
was on earth he cured many lepers. One day one came and 
fell down before him, saying, ‘If thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean.” Luke, who was a physician, and knew all about 
disease, says ‘“‘he was full of leprosy ;” but Jesus saw the 
heart of faith within the loathsome body. No one wanted to 
touch a leper, but Jesus laid his hand upon him, and said, “I 
will; be thou clean.” 

Was it only to tell of Naaman and the other lepers that we 
have these stories in the Bible? Is there anything in all 
wicked hearts which will as surely destroy the soul as leprosy 
will kill the body? What was Naaman told todo? When 
David was in sorrow -for a dreadful sin, he prayed to God, 
“Wash me thoroughly from my sin, and cleanse me from mine 
iniquity.” At the same time he said our. golden text. Who 
only can wash sins away? For whose sake will prayer be 
answered, if we ask to be washed and forgiven? Question 
thoroughly here, to see if forgiveness, because of Jesus’ shed 
blood, is clearly understood. The lessons are so many and so 
well adapted for children, it is hard to omit any. Did Naa- 
man know he was a leper, and how hopeless the disease was ? 
No one can be cured of sin until he feels that he is a sinner. 
He was thoroughly cured of all the fever, the pain, the swell- 
ing, but not until he washed; so the sinner will be cleansed 
who will come and ask, as the poor leper did of Jesus. 

Naaman had to lay aside all his pride. See what lowly 
help he had to accept : the little slave girl’s advice, the message 
by the prophet’s servant, réproof from his own servants, and 
then to leave his stately seat, and come down and dip himself 
in the Jordan. His cured body was not all; he went back to 
Elisha’s house to give thanks to God ; he promised never again 
to serve any other except the God of Israel. 

If the dear Saviour has forgiven your sins, can you spend 
your life in any other way than for him? We must not for- 
get the little captive maid. Ifa slave girl could so work for 
God, what can you do? Doyou so long and pray for others 
to be cured of the leprosy of sin? We never hear of her again; 
she was not proud of what had followed her words and 
prayers. We do not even know her name, but she gave us a 
sweet example how the humble ones of earth may serve the 
King of heaven. Good hymns for this lesson are, “ There is a 
fountain filled with blood ;” and ‘‘ Whiter than snow” (Gospel 
Hymns, No. 2). 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Srv Deries.—A young girl was pleading with her father 
for permission to enter upon a questionable amusement. 
They sat by the open fire, and he, leaning forward, picked fip 
a dead ember and handed it to her. She shrank from taking 
it, but he assured her it would not burn her. “I know that,” 
she replied, “but it will soil my hands.” “So,” said the 
father, ‘many a pursuit which does not burn, will soil.” 

Lep By A CarLp.—A gentleman lecturing in the neighbor- 
hood of London, said, “Everybody has influence. even that 
child,” pointing to a little girl who sat beside her father. 
“That’s true,” cried the man. At the close, he said to the 
lecturer, “I beg your pardon, sir, but I could not help speak- 
ing. I was once a drunkard. I used to carry this child with 
me to the public house sometimes. As I approached it one 
night, hearing a great noise inside, she said, “ Don’t g°, 
father!” “ Hold your tongue, child!” “Please, father, don’t 
go!” “Hold your tongue,” I said. Presently a big tear fell 





on my cheek. I could not go astep further. I turned and 
went home, and have never been ima bar-room since. Thank 
God for it! I am now ahappy man, and this little girl has 
led tie to it; and when you said that even she had influence, 
could not help saying ‘ That's true : 
Some Great Toine.—A young man under long and deep 
conviction of sin had prayed .for many days for relief, but. in 
vain. At last he resolved to bring God to help him by spend- 
ing a cold winter day on an exposed hill-top in a field in 
prayer; but erelong the thought flashed upon him,“ Art 
thou dictating to God his way of your salvation?” He sank, 
humbled and willing, like Naaman, to submit to any terrtis 
God pleased. He became Dr. H , of Dumbarton, N. H. 
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BLACKBOARD. 


BY HENRY PLANT. 
(May be used as introduction.) 





LEPER—OUTCAST. 
SINNER—MORAL OUTCAST. 


LEPER—NO CURE. 
SINNER—NO CURE. 











Naaman, the captain of the host of the king of Syria—a 
leper. The little captive’s words. The king’s letter and royal 
presents. Map—Damascus toSamaria. To the king of Israel, 
but no help. Naaman with his horses and chariot before the 
prophet’s door. Elisha’s message. Naaman’s wrath. Ser- 

















vants’ reasoning. “Hewent. . . dipped . . . was clean.” 
Part 1, 
LEPER. SINNER 
WASH— WASH ME, 
AND BE AND I SHALL BE 
EAN. WHITER THAN SNOW. 

— (Psa, 51: 7.) 

Part 2. 





THE REDEEMED. 








WASHED US FROM OUR SINS IN HIS OWN BLOOD. (Rev. 1:5.) | 





BY CHARLES T. KISSAM 





THE 


PROPHET'S MASTER'S 
WORD TO 
NAAMAN YOU AND ME 


“WASH, AND BE CLEAN.” 








THE 
RIVER JORDAN WAS BLOOD OF CHRIST IS | 


THE ONLY CURE FOR 
i Fi. Leprosy or 


NAAMAN. SIN. 














ECLECTIC- COMMENTARY. 


2 Kings 5:1. Deliverance. One naturally asks how Syria 
came to need deliverance, since, when last we heard of the 
Syrians, they were victorious over the combined forces of 
Judah and Israel (1 Ki 22: 1-36). To this question the 
Scriptures give no reply ; but the Assyrian monuments furnish 
a satisfactory one. An rian monarch had pushed’ his con- 
quests as far as Syria exactly at this ates bringing into sub- 
jection all the kings of these parts. But his conquest was not 
permanent. Syria revolted after a few years, and once more 
made herself independent. . . . It was probably in this war 
of independence that Naaman had distinguished himself— 
Speaker's Comm. ive 


_Aleper. This leprosy, which in Israel would have excluded 
him from society, did not affect his free intercourse’in the court 
of Syria.—Jamveson. . 


V. 6. Now when. The royal letter is abbreviated in v..6, 
for it could not begin with, “Now when.” Only the main 
ae is given here. The letter was simply a note of intro- 

uction, and we cannot infer from the words, “that thou 

mayest recover him of his leprosy,” that the king of Israel 

et then in a relation of dependence to the Syrian king— 
r. 4s 


Recover him of his leprosy. The right understanding of this 
passage depends on the custom of expelling lepers, and other 
infectious persons, from camps or cities, and reproachfully 
driving them into solitary places; and that when these per- 
sons were cleansec¢ and readmitted into cities or ames. they 
were said to be recollecti, gathered again from their leprosy, 
and again received into that society from whirb they had 
been cut off.—Schultens. 


V. 11. Behold, I thought. The world wants to earn 
heaven from God, although he proclaims through the world : 
I will be your God ; I will give it to you out of free grace, and 
I will make you blessed without a price.— Luther. ri 


V. 13. Some great thing. It is a great thing, when a man 
is willing from his heart to submit himself to the ordinances 
which God has established for his salvation —Arummacher. 


V. 14. He was clean. That knowledge of God, which: is 


won by experience, of the purification of the heart, and which 
is enjoyed in the sweet and quiet 
real, genuine and saving know) 


of the soul, is the only 
e.— Lange. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


> 


STATE CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 


Texas, at Houston _._._-- April 24-26. 
California, at Oakland... 202222... ccwncen cose cnneeene sos May 1-3. 














Illinois, at Peoria_..._...- May 15-17 
ee a oa May 22-24 
A 08 In cocmneneenepnobanpennntnetinnamesvaseentie June 57. 
TISUTRRTA, Ut CURE... ncncccsnstcncescrsstionsnqucerbecesonses June 7-9. 
BER Sl, Bb TBO. cccnieedits accwcnnawereenennesascsngpen June 12-14. 
Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg-.....------------------------- June 12-14, 
Se ER ee 
Minnesota, at Mankato.................-.----.--.-.-----.--dune 19-31. 
Kentucky, at Paris............-- .---0-------..------------JUne B-B, 
indiana, at Terre Haute.........-..---.-----.-------------- June 26-28. 
Georgia, at Athens. R Sk Ra oy ee eee August 24-26. 
New Jersey, at Paterson........------.---------------- November 13-15. 








Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Normal class every Thursday in the 
Y. M,C. A. Hall. Conducted, Part 1, by the Rey. E. M. Saunders; 
Part 2, by the Rev. Dr. R. F, Burns. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at the Meionaon, every 
Saturday at noon. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 


Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Btudy every Saturday at 3 
pv. u., at Lecture-room of Center Church. 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal class on all other Monday 
evenings; all at Cenver Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Byracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting’ for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Haii. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class at the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

New York, Superintendents’ Mebting every Tuesday at 4 Pr. ™., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teaghers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 yp. u., in the Y. M. GC; A. Lecture-room. Normal class every 
Thursday at 4.45 p. «., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, the second Monday evening of 
each month, at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. — ‘ 

Harrisburg, Penn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Williamsport Pa. Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, 
8p. m,inthe Y, M.C, A. Hall. 

Pittsburgh, Pa, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p.m, atthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. Conducted by the Rev. 
Francis A. Horton. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p. ™., inthe Y. M.C, A. Hall. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Leason Study every Friday at 4 p. m., at 
the Y. M. C. A, Rooms. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 rp. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meéting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
Sv, m., at the Y. M. C. A. Roorhs. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon, Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Hoth in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Cc. P. Jacobs. . 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesaon Stu 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust t. 
class and Lesson Study every Thu in the First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Stteet Lucas Place, at8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 

Alton, I1)., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, at the First Baptist Church. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. Also Normél’class every Saturday from 11 to 12 4.m,; 
and Eclectic clasa every Monday from 3to4P.™.; both in the Y. M. 
C. A, Parlor, and both conducted by B. F. Jacobs. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday Schoo! Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first Wednesday even- 
ing of each month, in different churches, 

Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 





every Saturday at noon, at 
Also, Teachers’ Normal 





THE BOSTON CONVENTION. 
BY THE REV. A. BE. DUNNING. 


“T have come a hundred miles,” said a minister, “to get 
some of Mr. Moody's spirit.” ‘“ You don’t want my spirit,” 
was the reply. “ What you want is the Spirit of God.” Yet 
thousands last wee! made a pilgrimage to Boston to seek in 
the presence and instructions of Mr. Moody the baptism of 
that Spirit upon whom Mr. Moody relies entirely for suc- 
cess. The example and life of aconsecrated man are them- 
selves an inspiration. It was a rare sight to see such a 
multitude gathered last Wednesday morning on such an 
errand. 

It is difficult to select from such a feast of fat things to 


. 











fill a limited space. Your readers must content themselves 
with suggestions of what was said on some of the topics. 
Many of the leading clergymen and laymen of New England 
participated. But I will not attempt to mention names. 


The first question discussed was “ How shall non-church- 
goers be reached?” Not by a new or modified gospel. 
The masses do not need a new bread, but the old bread of 
life. Not by a new architecture, but by 4 new spirit within 
the architecture. Some say that if all the churches were 
built like the Tabernacle they would all be full. The 


_house of God must hold power to stir the conscience, to 


heal the wounds of sin, to stir men to principles of integrity. 
Then having come once they will come again. You can have 
as large a congregation as your church means to have. Some 
churches seek wealth and soctal standing. If your minister, 
and your choir, and your sexton, and your ushers, and your 
deacons, and all the members, seek soul from the love of 
them, you'll have a house full. Office means not merely 
honor or gain, but responsibility. No office in the church 
should be occupied by any but those who use the office to 
save souls. Go out into the highways and hedges and 
compel them to come in. Seek to reach individuals. If 
you wanted to fill a lot of bottles, you wouldn’t go to play- 
ing on them with a.fire-engine; you would take each one 
between your thumb and finger and fill it. The church 
cannot save the masses by playing or them like a fire- 
engine. One said he supposed the priest and the Levite 
couldn’t stop to attend to the needs of the wounded man 
because they were going down to Jericho to preach to the 
masses. One minister preached last Sunday to the uncon- 
verted and said at the close that he would be glad to see 
any in the inquiry-room. One of his people asked every 
one in her pew, and found that none of them were Chris- 
tians. She took them all with her into the inquiry-room. 
If every Christian had done that, the minister would have 
reached the masses. “God has given us,” said another 
pastor, “just as many souls as we have worked for. My 
people have divided our part of the city into districts, and 
have made twenty-five hundred calls. They have found 
three hundred families who do not attend church, and a 
hundred and thirty in them are now inquirers.” The 
Tabernacle has filled the city with the incense of prayer. 
Christians must reap the harvest if they want it gathered. 
They hadn't met with a single rebuff. They went in the 
spirit of Christ, and said, ‘We haven’t come to convert 
you to our church, but we want you to love the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 


It was said that the Gospel Meetings in Brooklyn killed the 
City Missionary Society in that city. But City Mission- 
aries in Boston reported over one hundred inquirers at the 
close of the first month. Even starving families seemed to be 
hungering most for the bread of life. One missionary who 
had visited one hundred and eighty families said it seemed 
as if there was an anxious soul in every house. The ques- 
tion under discussion found a practical answer in the 
reports of the werk now being done by many of the 
churches in the city. 

The masses are reached for good or evil, by Christians, 
every day. Paul said, “The name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you.” Business men in their 
work, women in their intercourse with their neighbors, are 
reaching the people. They are living epistles. But do 
they reveal Christ? A clerk once rang the door-bell of 
his employer at a late hour, and said, “I cannot stay in 
your counting-room any longer without being a Christian. 
I couldn’t wait till morning to tell you.” Such business 
men reach the masses The Roman soldier thought he had 
Paul when he was chained to his wrist. But Paul also 
had him, and preached the gospel so faithfully that he 
could say, “ My bonds in Christ are manifest in all the 
barracks.” 

“How can the churches of New England be revived?” 
By reviving individual members. We rieed first of alla 
spirit of prayer. It must be earnest, such wrestling with 
God as will not be denied. It must be specific prayer that 
holds to its object. The most solemn meetings yet held in 
the city have been those to pray for the Holy Spirit. But 
the greatest difficulty in connection with them was to con- 
fine those who led in prayer to the one object. It must be 
contrite, in the spirit of confession. It must be believing. 
A revival is of divine origin through human co-operation 
It requires a deep sense of personal responsibility, a 
thorough consecration, obedient activity. How shall we 
get this spirit? Give yourselves to God now. Give up 
your greed of gain. Give up your dishonest practices, if 
you have any. Tell God now that you will make every 
wrong right with your neighbors. Don’t leave here till 
you get on fire for God. 

We need a revival in the methods and spirit of preaching. 
Ministers do not get their authority from seminaries, nor 
from the churches that ordain them, but from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We do not preach for hire, but for souls. 





When a man gets Christ on one side, and the souls, not 
the things, of men on the other, he is sure to be successful. 
Paul said, “I seek not yours, but you.” It is the word 
of God that gives life, not the theories of men. An old 
man in Bangor said the other day that he didn’t think 
much of the revival now going on there, anyway. There 
was nothing in it but just what is in the Bible, and any- 
body could get at that fer himeelf. 

The most interesting hour of the Convention was that 

devoted to the question drawer. The great audience con- 
fronted Mr. Moody like a vast interrogation-point. His 
powers of endurance are wonderful. Nearly all day he 
was on his feet, and, as a minister near me remarked, he 
did not make one poor answer. Then in the evening he 
preached one of his most powerful sermons. With regard 
to the question “how to revive the churches,” he said, 
“If you find an anxious church, you will find anxious 
souls around it. If you find one anxious Christian, you 
will find anxious sinners around him, always. If you want 
your church revived, then don’t go home and go to fault- 
finding. Just get yourself right with God. Look through 
cold eyes and every one seems cold. If the church is 
divided, remember that grace don’t come from a divided 
church, it comes from God. All our expectation is from 
him. A fault-finding Christian has a devil in him that 
needs to be cast out before he can do much good. Get so 
filled with the Holy Ghost that no room is left for worldli- 
ness, jealousy, or ambition ; cast out everything but love, 
and then you can work.” 
. Mr. Moody said he would not advise young converts to 
be in too great haste to enter the church. The advice of 
the committee of the Mount Vernon Church that he should 
wait awhile was one of the best things that ever happened 
to him. He would never forget the kind words of the 
deacon who walked home with him that night. 

The questions coming from all parts of the house devel- 
oped a wide range of practical wisdom, and the answers 
were received always with deep interest, often with ap- 
plause, sometimes with smiles, sometimes with moist eyes. 

The address on “How to study the Bible,” led many a 
delegate to say that he wanted to go home at once and 
begin the study of the word. There will be earnest search 
in New England for the seven “ blessings” in Revelation, 
the five “ precious ” things m Peter, the seven “ walks” in 
Ephesians, the seven “togethers” in Galatians, the seven 
persons in John that were saved, and many other matters 
concerning which a new interest is awakened. 

The closing meeting of ministers for special prayer was 
attended by seven hundred ministers from ail over New 
England. It was full of solemn earnestness. The results 
of that meeting will soon be seen in the columns of revival 
news. 

A great work was begun in Boston and in New England 
by this convention. It marks the second stage of the 
revival movement. The whole city is districted, and the 
work of visitation is already in progress. A like work is 
to be begun immediately in other cities. Meanwhile the 
noon prayer-meetings at the Tabernacle cease to-day, and, 
instead, ‘a number of meetings are to be held in different 
parts of the city. Mr. Moody presides at a daily meeting 
of men in Tremont Temple, and Park Street Church is 
opened for women at the same hour. It is expected that 
greater efficiency will be secured by thus increasing the 
sense of uidivrdual responsibility for the work 

Boston, March 19. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—A union class for lesson study meets every Sunday, at 
4.10 p. m., at the Presbyterian Chapel of Kalamazoo, Mich. 
H. A. Ford, conductor. 

—The lessons of the Chautauqua Normal Course are 
studied on the second and fourth Mondays of each month by 
a union class of teachers at Corning, Iowa. Ira P. Clark 
is the conductor. 

—A weekly union meeting for lesson study has been 
maintained for four years, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, of Williamsport, Pa. It meets 
Saturday evenings. 

—A series of local institutes has been arranged by the 
Sunday School Executive Committee of Essex County, N. J. 
W. F. Sherwin is general conductor, while Mrs. 8. W. 
Clark, the Rev. George M. Boynton, C. B. Stout, and other 
New Jersey workers, take a full part in the exercises, 


—The Executive Committee of the Massachusetts State 
Sunday School Convention is aiming to cover the state with 
a series of local institutes. Their proposed plan is thus 
stated : 

(1) That from four to twenty of the neighboring schools be 
invited to join in each institute. 

(2.) That the institutes be conducted as largely as possible by 
home talent, aided by some one familiar with this work. 

(3.) The expenses of the Convention (advertising, programmes, 
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ete.) will be partly paid by the State Committee, and partly by the 


aid of a collection at one of the sessions. (Our own labor gratui- | 


tous.) 
(4.) Although the State Committee have not the funds to furnish 
help largely from abroad, yet such can be obtained by those who 
desire to incur the extra expense. 

(5.) The collation to be furnished by the school inviting, or 
(which is better) to be on the picnic plan, the inviting school fur- 
nishing only tea and coffee, and all from home and abroad joining 


in the social hour, oftentimes one of the most profitable sessions of | 


the day. 


—The Rev. Dr. George Dana Boardman, of Philadelphia, 
addressed the New York Sunday School Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, at its March meeting, on Monday evening of last 
week. He spoke upon the “ Method of Jesus Christ as a 
Teacher.” As reported in the New York Witness, Dr. 
Boardman said : 

Christ’s method was not according to that of the scribes, who, in 
their idolatry after the letter, had forgotten the spirit of the Law. 


So far from idolizing the letter, he did not use elaborate quotations, | 


but contented himself with conveying the thought when referring 
to the Scriptures. Neither did he teach systematically 
course flowed like the winding river,not the canal. It was not 
rhetorical, but, unstudied as it was, it contained the lore of eternity 
His method was described in one sentence—“ He spoke as one hav 
ing authority.” 
authority, who knew that he was the Word of God, and so put 


himself in direct antagonism with the teachers of the day. The | 


Sermon on the Mount was utterly free from detail. Christ did not 
tell us what we were to be. He was a parable teacher, illustrating 
from nature what the people could not understand. So much did 
he use parables and metaphors that were they taken from his 
teachings what would remain would be poor indeed. Nature was 
the great field of illustration; therefore it did not become Chris- 
tians to eye science askance, but to welcome it as being new evi- 
dence of Christ's glory. 


—The Brooklyn Sunday-school Union, at its last monthly 
meeting, was addressed by the Rev. William Lloyd upon the 
“Use and Abuse of Illustration.” The address was a full expo- 
sition on the subject. In the matter of getting good illustra- 
tions, Mr. Lloyd, according to the Brooklyn Eagle, said : 

Be minute as to your illustrations; never fear to go into details. 
Very much of the graphic character of the Scripture narrative is 
due to this attention to small details. Let the child get the truth 
clearly. But in being minute, avoid being diffuse. Never let your 
illustration be of that character that the child sees the point before 
the point is reached. Now as to the way in which these powers are 


to be acquired. You must cultivate them. You may say that you | 


have no imagination, no aptitude for similitudes. 
cultivate at all times the little that you have. Keep a scrap-book, 
with a day to each lesson, and paste in or write down everything 
that you see that seems to bear upon the lesson, or that can be 
used in any way. Keep a note-book in your pocket, and do not 
hesitate to take it out on the street and note down a fancy ora 
comparison that may strike you. Many of the very best thonghts 
flash through the mind and are gone in an instant, unless we jot 
them down at once. Study the best masters of illustration, and 
among them you will find Bunyan, Dr. Guthrie and Ruskin And 
above all things study the Bible. Now as to the use of encyclo- 
pedias of illustration. They may be good things if rightly used, but 
they are like second-hand clothes. As labor-saving machines they 
may be very good things. and are useful at times: but you must 
strive to cultivate the faculty for yourselves. 


Then you must 


—The “uptown”. Sunday-school teachers of Brooklyn 


meet for lesson study on Tuesday evenings at Dr. Duryea’s | 


church, on Classon Avenue. When “The Spirit of Elisha” 
was the topic in order, Dr. Duryea delivered a lecture 
appropriate to the close of Elijah’s career and the opening 
of Elisha’s. 
Brooklyn Eagle, this paragraph is taken : 


There was a great difference in the advent of these prophets. Eli- 


jah came forward suddenly out of obscurity, unheralded and un- | 


known. He found Elisha, his successor, at the place, and cast his 
mantle on him. Afterward Elisha lived among the sons of the 
prophets and the people. His ministry was that of man to man, of 
brother to brother, of neighbor to neighbor. Elijah was a super- 
natural being, somewhat like an angel. But Elisha had a house and 
family and servants in the city of Samaria. The peculiar minis 
trations of Elijah had ceased to have effect, so Elisha came into the 
new office. He was to teach men, while the duty of Elijah was to 
punish and warn them. The ministry of Elijah was the prepara 
tion of the soil, the opening up of a new field for the new seed. 
We have already studied the scene of the separation. It came to 
be a tradition in Israel that Elijah was taken up by God into 
heaven. This gave at once to Elisha all the authorities. He needed 
the authority very much. His was by far, in his ministry, the gen- 
tler spirit. Hedid not instruct Jehn to bring the prophets into 
the temple of Baal, and he did not seem to wish to be identified 


with the execution. From the time of Elisha forward we don't 
find that the prophets are identified with judgment. Very few 
prophets were ever afterward asked to execute judgment against 


their own people. We find prophets foretelling the doom of the 


people, but it was a doom that was to come from outside nations 


so that while Elisha may be indirectly connected with the judg. | 


ment, he is not the instrument of justice. 
warnings, but they were not in the spirit of prophecy. We now 
begin with the still small voice. It is for us to be thankful that 
we live in this age, and that mankind is so far ready tor such an 
age: 


His dis. | 


It was the authority of one who was conscious of | tour of Texas and the Southwest, in the interest of the 


From a sketch of the lecture given in the | 


Prophets had to give | 


EVANGELISM. 
—Portland, Me., is enjoying a precious work of grace. 
Some two months ago the Rev. Géorge C. Needham began 
_a series of meetings there. His singing assigtants have been 
| Professor William Johnson, of Philadelphia, and afterwards 
| George ©. Stebbins, of Chicago. The City Hall has been 
the place of meeting on Sunday afternoons and evenings, 
and on those week nights for which it was not previously 
engaged. This hall seats three thousand persons, and | 
whenever opened for religious services during this effort it | 
has been packed. Bible readings, held every afternoon, are 
as largely attended as any other service, and they are 
creating a new zeal for studying the Scriptures. The co- 
operating churches are receiving large accessions, and indi- 
vidual Christians have been greatly blessed. The evening 
services include an inquiry meeting anda young men’s 
| meeting. Morning prayer-meetings, led by the pastors of 
the city, are held from nine to ten o'clock, and are largely 
attended. At the Reform School, some four miles from the 
| city, over two thirds of its one hundred and fifty inmates 
are manifesting religious concern, From many other parts 
of Maine similar good news is reported. 


—Messrs. Cree and Hall have just completed their third 


| 
| 
j 


| 





Young Men’s Christian Association. They have met with 
cheering success. After leaving St. Louis. and Little Rock, 
they visited Jefferson, Paris, Sherman, Dennison, Dallas, 
Austin, San Antonio, Houston, and Galveston. At each of 
these points, except Austin and Dennison; there is a Chris- 
tian Association, though all are comparatively new organi- 
zations. The most hopeful feature of the young men’s 
work is the very marked growth of those actively engaged 
in it. Two years ago active, vital, Christian young men 
were few and far between; now there are a good number 
who are engaged daily in searching the Seriptures, who are 
grounded in its teaching, and have a living, vital, Chris- 
tian experience, which flows on in a steady stream, pro- 
ducing godly living and active personal effort. The second 
Texas State Convention of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association was held in Galveston, March 1-4. Forty-two 
delegates and corresponding members were present, repre- 
senting most of the Associations of the State. The topics 
considered were advanced Association topics, looking to the 
| growth and extension of the work. The attendance upon 








| the sessions of the Convention was good, and the discussions 
| were spirited and spiritual. The growth of the Association 
| cause in Texas during the past two years has been rapid 
'and healthful, and promises much for the future of Chris- 
tian effort and for the young men of the State. A new 
State Executive Committee was appointed, and with the 
| funds placed in their hands they were instructed to vigor- 
ously press the work. The farewell meeting, Sunday 
night, was held in Artillery Hall, the largest and best 
| hall in the city. It is fair to say that such a religious 
| assemblage never met before in the history of the State. 
The hall was crowded, and the audiénce represented all 
the churches and the commercial and business public. 
| Addresses were delivered by Mr. Dumble, president of 
the Convention, and Mr. Steiver, president of the Galves- 
| ton Association. Hon. William E. Dodge, of New York, 
made an earnest appeal to the business men to sup- 
port and encourage the Association. Mr. Cree and Mr 
Hall made the closing addresses in behalf of the young men 
| of Texas. The convention is to meet next year at Dallas. 


GENERAL. 


—It is reported that there are in the Holy Land no less 
| than 250 Protestant churches, and 7,600 scholars in Protes- 
' tant schools. 
| —During the month of February, the New York So- 
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children received, 
seventy-six complaints, of which all but four were investi- 
gated, and, in these four, advice was given. Eighteen cases 
| have been prosecuted, and twenty-one children have been 
rescued, and sent to institutions or homes. 
| —The “ Watercress-Sellers and Flower-Girls’ Mission ” is 
another of the London religious societies, of which the 
| Earl of Shaftesbury is president. The work of the mission 
embraces morning visiting in the markets, afternoon visit- 
ing in the streets, and visiting in the the theaters and 
music halls at night, free evening schools, Sunday-schools ; 
a clothing-club, sewing and patching classes, a penny bank, 
hot meat dinners for destitute children, a soup kitchen ; 
together with open-air and indoor special services. Fifty | 
volunteer helpers and two paid agents are carrying on the 
work of this mission. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


—A conference of gentlemen was held at Association 
Hall, in Philadelphia, on Tuesday evening, March 20, to 
consider the importance of united and vigorous action to 
meet the organized and persistent endeavors which are 


by the circulation of vile publications and articles of inde- 
cent use. The conference, included a large representation 
of the most substantial citizens of Philadelphia. Mr. John 
Welsh, so well known in connection with the Great Exhi- 
bition, presided. Mr. Anthony Comstock, of New York, 
whose labors to put,ay end to the infamous business under 
discussion have been abundant and efficient, made a state- 
ment of facts which startled many parents present, by 


| showing them that even their own children at home or in 


school were not safe from the ingenious devices which are 
making to entrap and mislead the young. The Rev. Dr. 
John Hall pleaded earnestly for prompt and determined 
endeavors to protect the purity of the family as the safe- 
guard of the community. His whole heart was in his 
theme, and he spoke with rare eloquence and impressive- 
ness. His words and spirit carried with him his audience 
as one man, and prepared all who heard him to do their 
utmost in the work proposed. The Rev. C. G. Currie made 
a strong and manly protest against admitting indelicate or 
indecent works of art into our picture galleries or parlors, to 
vitiate the taste of the young, and to prepare children to 
become the easier victims to the wiles which had been 
already described. Other speakers added their testimony 
to the need of action in the direction suggested, and a 
strong committee was appointed to consider the whole 
subject and to propose such measures as seem best designed 
to promote the object of the conference. 


PERSONAL. 


—The Rev. Leonard Woolsey Bacon intends to leave 
London for New York, by the “Canada,” on the twenty-first 
of April, bringing his family with him, after their long 
residence in Geneva. 

—E. C. Wilder, the well-known president of the New 
York Sunday School Teachers’ Association, was the first 
subscriber *to The Sunday School Times, when it was 
started, at the opening of 1859. He is a subscriber to it 
still. 


—Mr. E. C, Chapin, of Davenport, Iowa, who has for a 
number of years been active and prominent in the Sunday- 
school and Young Men’s Christian Association work in his 
state, has retired from the business management of The 
Davenport Gazette, to give himself wholly to the work of 
a Christian evangelist. 


—Mr. Edward Kimball, formerly of Boston, and widely 
known as the early teacher of Dwight L. Moody in the 
Mount Vernon Church Sunday-school, has been doing good 
service in San Francisco, by stirring up various churches to 
pay off heavy debts resting on their houses of worship. At 
least five churches have, within a few weeks, been induced 
by his appeals to wipe out their entire indebtedness, 
amounting in the aggregate to more than $120,000, and 
this ‘‘in a time of business stagnation unprecedented in the 
history of California.” Mrs. Sarah B. Cooper writing of 
this work, to The Interior, says of Mr. Kimball : 

He is certainly a wonderful man. He fires a whole andience 
with enthusiasm. .. . When he proposed to assist in raising the 
debt of Dr. Stone's church, [$75,000,] one of the trustees, a shrewd 
and sagacious business man, replied: “ Mr. Kimball, the days of 
miracles are past, and it is scarce’~ probable there will be a new 
dispensation of them in San Francisco tnese hard times!” Buc 
Mr Kimball's faith and fidelity, his grit and grace, have triumphed, 
and we look upon him as a sort of walking miracle 

The Rev. C. E. Babb, in his editorial letter to The Herald 
and Presbyter, adds, concerning the first effort of this kind 
by Mr. Kimball : 

This gentleman was not rich. He could give but little himself 
toward the liquidation of that debt. But he had faith, tact, and 
energy. He prayed earnedtly over the matter for several days 
before he began soliciting finds. He believed that the Lord called 
him to lift that load which was paralyzing the church and discour- 
aging its pastor, He went about it as wisely as if all depended 
upon his wisdom, and yet as prayerfully as if God alone could do 
it. Thus he succeeded. And so many church debts could be paid 
if some men of faith and energy would take hold of the matter as 
Mr. Kimball did. 


THIS AND THAT. 


—_—»—_ 


—It is no small loss to the readers of The National Sun- 
day School Teacher to find nothing in the line of editorial 
notes from M. C. Hazard, in its April number, The five 
Sundays in the month crowd out weck-day reading. But 
the editor has not neglected his lesson work. His “ Arrow- 
heads,” are sharply pointed, and his “ Biblical Lesson 
Outlines” are admirably arranged. Indeed, it would be 


hardly fair to complain that the editor gives so little of 
himself and so much of the Bible. 

—One of the brightest and best edited temperance papers 
we know of, is the New Temperance Ensign, of Pittsburgh, 





| being made to corrupt the children and youths of this city 


Pa. It was started under the editorial supervision of the 
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Rev. Alexander Clark, the well-known editor of the Metho- 


dist Recorder; but it was soon able to go on without his 
responsible oversight, although he continues as a special 
contributor. His two sons are of the firm of Clark 
Brothers & Beatty, its publishers. Miss Annie R. John- 
son and Mr. E. B. Clark are its editors. 


—In commenting on Mr. Moody’s style of preaching, 
the Springfield Republican calls attention to his use of 
short and simple Saxon words. It mentions, in illustration 
of this, Mr. Moody’s description of that young preacher 
who dwelt so repeatedly and tenderly on the one text 
which brings out so forcibly the love of God to a lost 
world. It says: 

A more beautiful narrative than that has rarely been constructed 
by the masters of expression. It includes some conversations, and 
was entirely conversational in spirit, aud well adapted for sim- 
plicity of expression, but there are hardly five words of Latin 
origin in the first two hundred spoken. Yet it was probably 
delivered with great swiftness, and with no-study or other desire 
than to get at the hearts of all flesh. It is astriking instance of 
the fitness of the eld Saxon Bible tongue for the purposes of appeal. 
We do not stickle for any servile rejection of the wonderful wealth 
of expression and nicety of significance which we derive from the 
Romance tongues, and which give us our longer words; but it is 
worth while to notice with what skill this preacher, appealing to 
the common people, uses the language most current in their homes 
and in the mouths of their forefathers. 


—Emphasizing the value of doing rather than talking, the 
Rev. Thomas L. Shipman says in the course of an article 
in the Christian Mirror : 


I attended a Sunday-school institute, not long since, which became 
very interesting in its progress. I asked myself, What is it that is 
gathering so much enthusiasm about this occasion? Certainly not 
eloquent speeches, for though we had good speeches, they were for 
the most part by plain men who made no pretensions to eloquence. 
I soon satisfied myself that it was the reports of doings in this 
most promising field of benevolent labor. One member rose, and, 
catching the eye of the president, said, “ Mr. President, I come from 
a place which has on its border a specimen of home heathenism, 
and within the last year we have established a mission school in 
that neighborhood.” And then he went on to tell of results, which 
thrilled all our hearts. Suppose that one near him, if anything could 
have’provoked him to publish the shame of the place which he 
represented, had followed, “ Mr. President, we have just such a 
neglected district in our town; within the last year we have 
thought of organizing a branch Sabbath school among these poor 
We have talked about it. We have resolved to do it; 
but I must confess, sir, we have done nothing.” How would such 
a ‘lame and impotent conclusion "’ have jarred upon all our nerves! 
The longer I live, the less I think of resolves and the more of 
results. Resolves too often prove ‘ words, words, words,” a waste 
of breath, certainly not worth the ink it costs to record them; but 
results are works, and these will live to bless the world when our 
heads are sleeping in the dust. 


heathen 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


<> —_— ° 


MISS MARTINEAU’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY.* 


We have seen few recent books that gave us such interesting 
reading as the two peculiar mouse-colored octavo volumes of 
Harriet Martineau's Autobiography. The interest is of many 
kinds. There are remarkable disclosures and discussions of 
the sufferings of a gifted, wilful, and nervous child subjected 
to the stern family discipline once believed so indispensable. 
There 1s here the ever-charming story of youthful ambition 
achieving success, applause, and power. There is the frankest 
possible revelation of the inner life of one of the most remark- 
able women of our century ; and the shrewdest observations of 
men and things from one of the shrewdest of observers, who 
lived in daily intercourse with the intellectual men and women 
of her day. Carlyle, Leigh Hunc, Godwin, Coleridge, Basil 
Montagu, Barry Cornwall, Sir Rowland Hill, Miss Mitford, 
Chorley, Rogers, Mrs. Somerville, Hallam, and more others 
than we care to count, are gossiped about as only a great and 
serious woman as Miss Martineau can gossip. 

And then the picture of American society during her visit 
forty years ago is something very curious. After making all 
allowance for any prejudice of Miss Martineau's, the state of 
our society must have been strangely crude at that time. 
When we read these pages we seem to be reading of some 
foreign land. It is not our Philadelphia, our New York, our 
Boston, that we see here, but cities full of a provincial toadyism 
and a more than provincial intolerance. We know of no book 
that can give us such a notion of the vast social and intellec- 
tual revolution wrought by the great crises through which this 
country has passed in the latter half of our first century of 
national existence; wrought, too, by the prevalence of popular 
education, by the influence of a larger religious life and the 
decay of bigotry, and by the diffusion and improvement of our 
literature and newspapers. 

One cannot open anywhere without being interested. Dis- 
passionate Miss Martineau is not; she is always a partisan, but 





* Harrier Martingav’s Autopiograpay. Edited by Maria Weston 


Chapman. Boston: J. R. Osgood & Company. 2 vols, 8vo. Price, 
$6.00. 


not in a small way. She obtrudes her opinions everywhere, 
but she is always piquant,, Her dogmatism is something 
refreshing. No matter how often she may have changed her 


her final conclusions. She is always certain. In the days of 
her religious fanaticism, as she calls it, she was positive ; when 
this has given place to Comtism, she is equally undisturbed by 
doubts. Her mental changes seem to have been made some- 
what rapidly ; for her prevailing attitude is that of perfect 
confidence in her latest convictions. She seems to plume her- 
self at the last, much as some religionists might, on her 
unshaken faith in her views during twenty years of illness 
inevitably mortal. She takes pains to assure the reader over 
and over that she has neither expectation nor desire for a 
future life, and with characteristic fortitude and cheerfulness 
she accepts the bleak prospect of annihilation. There is, too, 
spite of all her own changes, a lamentable inability to imagine 
the standpoint of a person of different opinions. She even 
speaks of the “insolence ” of religious people who try to per- 
suade her to change her opinions in her last sickness, 

But her life was in many respects a noble one, full of cour- 
age, fortitude, and unselfishness. Although there was a pitiable 
want of Christian faith in her last years, there was still a 
practicing of many cardinal Christian virtues, such as might 
make some of us, who are sounder in opinion, ashamed of the 
She had a good word and a bit of 
practical help for every reformer; an interest in everything 
that tends to make men better, except only the Christian 
religion. There is a strange contrast between the coldness of 
her vision of a blank future and the warm and devout hope- 
fulness of Florence Nightingale’s letter about her after her 
death. But let us at least be glad that her negations did not 
paralyze her exertions for others. The habits of thought and 
feeling, and action, that came of a religious life, survived, 
after the bald positivism of Comte had driven out all religious 
and almost all poetic faith 


inconsistency of our lives. 


Sermons on Christ and His Salvation. By Horace Bushnell. 
New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. This second volume 
of Dr. Bushnell's sermons includes some of his best and some 
of his poorest. His best sermons were those in which he 
illustrated and applied the truths of the gospel in their bear- 
ing on human duties and human needs. His poorest were 
those in which he attempted to restate and newly explain the 
philosophy of the Atonement, which he always insisted could 
not be fully explained or definitively stated by the imperfect 
symbolism of human language. It is very easy to find fault 
with Dr. Bushnell’s reasoning about the relation of the death of 
Christ to divine justice, just as it was very easy for him to find 
fault with the reasoning of other theologians on the same point, 
but is not so easy to find clear statements of the needs of the 
sinner, and of the fullness of salvation offered to him in Christ 
Jesus, or of the privileges and duties of the trusting disciple 
of Jesus, which equal in freshness and force those found in 
the sermons of Horace Bushnell. The pastor’s library which 
lacks the sermons of Bushnell and Robertson, is but poorly 
supplied with that which stimulates and suggests thought in 
the modern preacher's sphere. The pastor who depends on 
Bushnell or Robertson as guides in dogmatic theology, is likely 





to be afloat in his doctrines. Among the best of the practical 


“The Insight of Love,” ‘Christian Forgiveness,” 
Relations of Christ with his Followers,” 
Find Room.” Among those which bring out most clearly the 


sermons in this volume are “ The Putting on of Christ,’ * The | 
Bad Mind makes a Bad Element,” “ Liberty and Discipline,” | 
* Present | 
“Christ Waiting to chronological table, enhance the value of this volume. (16mo, 


peculiar differences of Dr. Bushnell with the orthodox view of | 
the Atonement are “ Christ bearing the Sins of Transgressors,” | 
“Christ's Agony, or Moral Suffering,” “The Physical Suffer- | delphia: American Baptist Publication Society —A simply 


details, and to the poetical side of the subject, that: they can 
be fully appreciated only by those whose knowledge, esthetic 


culture, and means, enable them to gratify the tastes which 
views, she is never troubled by any doubtof the infallibility of | 


they are designed to foster. This little volume is the usher of 
a series of works written by authors of note in their respective 
studies, with a view to encourage a love for art, especially 
art in the family and household, and among all classes of the 
community ; and it pleads for such art in a pleasant colloquial 
style, interwoven with anecdotes that would be interesting in 
any connection, and recommends it by such common-sense 
arguments as ‘the manifest prudence of making collections, 
the civilizing effects of taste upon young persons, the pleasure 
of pursuing an object, and the economical value of art train- 
ing, both to the individual, the family, and the nation at large.” 
No high flights are attempted; the author contends that it is 
the duty of every man who possesses a home, however humble, 
and is the head of a family, to endeavor, as far as he can, to 
make his family happy by making his home beautiful. And 
in the course of the five chapters, which are brimful of practical 
suggestion and pertinent anecdote, he shows that a very little 
judgment, self-denial, and comparatively small expense, is all 
that is required to enable one to ornament a house tastefully. 
The book may be read from cover to cover by all classes of 
readers, with both pleasure and profit. It is undoubtedly one 
of the most sensible attempts that have yet been made to awaken 
in the people a love for the pure and the esthetic side of mate- 
rial beauty ; and to divest the masses of the too common and 
thoroughly mistaken notion, that to make a home attractive it 
is necessary to have gilding and carving, marble and bronze, in 
expensive profusion. ‘Simplicity is not incompatible with 
art, even high art. It is indeed an element in true beauty, 
and no one can think a room less pleasant because it is fur- 
nished with studied plainness. A pretty and pleasant home, 
whether in town or country, is a centre of life, radiating into 
other houses. If a house shows signs of being cared for and 
well treated, other houses soon begin to look like it; for art 
is very infectious in such things, and taste spreads with won- 
derful rapidity.” This is the burden of the little volume, and 
we are mistaken if it does not carry its lesson also to the high 
places where art is most affected—though often scandalized. 
Illustrations of pretty and chaste design adorn it. (12mo, 
pp. 90. Cloth, $1.00.) 


The White Cross and Dove of Pearls. By the Authoress of 
“Selina’s Story.” New York: T. Y. Crowell.—The infant 
daughter of a noble family, stolen by a band of gypsies, goes 
through various romantic adventures, and is at length re- 
claimed by her father, her identity being confirmed by an 
ornament on her neck, from which the book is named. The 
religious teaching of the story is good, but the style is tedious 
and diffuse, and it is better suited to English than to American 
readers. Young ladies of leisure will find it entertaining, 
but we do not recommend it for the ordinary Sunday-school 
library. (12mo, pp. 488. Cloth, $1.50.) 


The Roman Triumvirates. By Charles Merivale, D.D. 
New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—This compact little 
volume is another in the admirable “‘Epochs of Ancient His- 
tory,’ to which attention has been ealled before. The name 
of Merivale is a power in Roman history, and there is here 
the same profound learning, keen analytic power, and vigor- 
ous style which characterized his larger works. An illustra- 
tive map, marginal analysis, and a succinct ‘but exhaustive 


pp. 241. Cloth, $1.00.) 


The Poor Children's Picnic. By Kate Neely Hill. Phila- 


ing, or Cross ot Christ ;'’ but even these are full of suggestive | written story, which tells how a little crippled girl was en- 


facts they consider. Two of the most remarkable sermons in 
this series, as showing the originality and vigor of Dr. Bush- 
nell’s mind, are ‘The Fasting and Temptation of Jesus,” and 
“Christ Asleep.” A single quotation from the sermon on 
The Putting on of Christ ” will illustrate the forcefulness and 
practical directness of many of these discourses. 

What then does it mean to put on Christ? It does not mean, of 
course, that you are only to make an experiment of putting on the 
garb of a new life, and see how you will like it. Noman puts on 
Christ for anything short of eternity. The act must be a finality, 
even at the beginning. He must be accepted as the Alpha and 
Omega. Whoever contemplates even the possibility of being with- 
out him, or of ever being without him again, does not put him on. 





Neither do you put him on when: you undertake to copy some one 
or more of the virtues or charactersin him—the gentleness, for 


example, the love, the dignity—without being willing to accept the | 


sacrifice in him, to bear the world’s contempt with him, to be sin- 
gular, to be hated, to go through your Gethsemane, and groan 
with him under the burdens of love. There can be no choosing out 
here of shreds and patches from his divine beauty, but you must 
take the whole suit, else you cannot put him on. The garment 
is seamless, and cannot be divided. (12mo, pp. 456. Cloth $1.50.) 


A Plea for Artin the Howse. By W.1I. Loftie. Philadel- 
phia: Porter & Coates——Works on art matters are generally 
so encumbered with technicalities, or so given over to finical 








thought aside from their attempted explanation of the great | abled to share the pleasures of a day in the country, through 


the unselfish kindness of a friend as poor as herself. How 
very much one happy day may be worth to the children of 
the crowded tenement houses, is well shown in this unpre- 
tending tale of a beautiful charity. (18mo, pp. 106. Cloth, 
45 cents.) 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice.} | 


Cast’s Biste Atias. Designed to aid Sunday-school teachers and 
scholars inthe study of the International Series of Lessons. 4to. 
Boards. Hartford: O. D.Case & Co. Chicago: A. H. Andrews & Co. 


Buack Sprraits anp Wuite, A Novel. By Frances Eleanor Trollo ‘ 
Illustrated. 8vo, pp. 211. Paper, 75 cents. New York: D. Apple- 
ton & Co. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Butier’s Lirerary Setectrions. Designed for School-room and Family 
Circle. Edited by J. P. McCaskey. (Ten Times Ten Series.) 
16mo, pp. 180. Paper. Philadelphia: J. H. Butler & Co. 


Tue Buessep Hope; or, Tue Grorious Comine or THE Lorp, 
Lord, D.D. 12mo, Pp. 176. Cloth, $1.25. 
(For sale by Smith, English & Co.) 


Our Correr-Room. By Elizabeth Cotton, 16mo, Pp. 278. 
New York: National ‘Temperance Society and Pu 
(For sale by Garrigues Brothers.) 


By Mrs. J, J. Colter. Illustrated. 
Cloth, $1.25. Boston: D, Lothrop & Co. 


Rossier Merepirn. By Mrs. J. J. Colter. Illustrated, 
Cloth, $1.00. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. 


Cunninc Worxmen. By “Pansy.” 16mo, pp. 349. Cloth, $1.25. Boe- 
ton: D. Lothrop & Co. 


By Willis 
Chicago: W. G. Holmes, 


Cloth, $1.00. 
iblication House, 


One Quiet Lire. 16mo, pp. 108. 


16mo, pp. 188: 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 





250 elegant assorted decalcomanie pic- 
tures, 15c. post free. Address, Henry 8. Date, 
Chicago. 


“Sones or Bevan,” the new Sunday- 
school singing book. 35 cents; $30 per 100. 
Lee & Walker, 1113 Chestnut Street, Phila. 


and similar 
result in 
serious pulmonary affections, oftentimes in- 
curable. “ Brown’s BroncutaL TROCHES”’ 
reach directly the seat of the disease, 
give almost instant relief. 


Sore Throat, Cough, Cold, 
troubles, if suffered to progress, 


and 


find a very 

little books 
and tracts adapted to almost every class of 
persons and all states of mind, on the list of 
publications of the American Tract Society, 
New York. They are prepared by the best 
writers in the land; price from lc. to 25e. 
Catalogues free. Address Depository, 1512 
Chestnut St., Phila. 


CHRISTIAN WorKERS will 


large assortment of the choicest 


THe Seconp Comina or Curist, by Dr. 
James H. Brookes, of St. Louis, author of 
“Maranatha,” and editor of The Truth. 
Being the testimony of the Holy Ghost in 
the words of Scripture. 79 pages. An 
Introduction of fourteen pages by George 
C. Needham and Henry Moorhouse. 25 
cents, postpaid. Address the publisher, 
Edwin A. Wilson, Springfield, Ill. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
But one story comes up from every direc- 
tion concerning The Scholars’ Quarterly. 
The Rev. Leonard W. Bacon writes from 
Geneva, Switzerland, of its reception there: 
“The Quarterly is an admirable production 
. the only successful question book I 
have ever seen. 
of schoolnow . . 


Most of my family are out 
. and I take them together 
through the questions every Sunday after- 
noon. It isan extreme test of the work- 
ableness of such a book when big and little 
can be taken along in it together. Our Eng- 
lish and Scotch friends are delighted and 
surprised at the perfection of it, and glorify 
vod, saying We 
fashion.” 


never saw it on this 





SPECIAL NOTICES. 


My book, “ Fiery YEARS WITH THE SaBBaTH ScHoois,” 
sent post- 
Buitase, ¢ 


ambridgeport, Mass. 





Saratoga Springs in Winter.—Reasons for going 
to Dr. Strong’s Remedial Institute, with circular 
describing its Turkish, Russian, and Electrical 
Baths, ete., will be sent on application. Nervous, 
Lung, Female, and Chronic Diseases a specialty. 








To One anv Att.—Are you suffering from a cough, 
cold, asthma, bronchitis, or any of the various gh. | 
monary ‘troubles that so often terminate in con- 
sum tion? If so, use * WiiBor’s Pure Cop Liver Orn 
anp Live,” a safe and efficacious remedy. This is 
no quack preparation, but is regularly prescribed 
by the medical faculty. Manufactured 
A. hg Wilbor, Chemist, Boston. Sold by all drug- 
gis 





AGENTS WANTED. 





TO BOOK AGENTS! Dr. Henry C. Fish’s 
BrsLeE Lanps ILLUSERATED 


Is just the book for the revival times. besten | 
mended by Mr. Moody and hundreds of others. It | 
is “a lamp to the feet” in Bible study. tthe Bike 
on every leaf. A pictorial hand-book of the Bible. 
Send-for sample pages, circulars, ete., to 

AMERICAN Be. Co., Hartrorp, Cony., 
Buiss & Co., 733 Sansom Sr., PHILADELPHIA. 





or toF. C. 





Wokk Bays or Gop 


The Grand Hi istory of the World bef ‘ore Adam date- 
less origin, thrilling and mysterious changes in becoming a 
fit baode for «man. uties. wonders and realities of 
PL as shown by Science, So plain, clear and easily under- 

that all read it with delight. Strongest commendations. 
Send for Circular, Terms and Sample Illustrations. 
Address, J. ©, McOURDY & o0., Philadelphia. 


COLONY Eran OF FARMERS, MECHANICS, 
AND GOVERNMENT HOME: 
STEADERS to settle on the new Land Grant of the 
Little Rock and Fort Smith Railway. Wood-work 
ing machinery to be taken along for manufacturing, 
afford market for the timber and emplowment for 
ic, .Ticket fare reduced, and certificate 

given n with ticket to refund amount on land pies hases. 
D's — ion and = information. epply. to W. 
Commissioner, or to G. W ERED, 

cent a Agent, ae No. 249 West Fourth St. Cincinnati, O. 








TL NEW AND HANDSOME PRESENT, 


For every Reader of this Paper, 
Consisting of the beautiful Mezzorgraph, entitled 


CROWN ¢ ROSES 


em of loveliness and beau.y, representing 0% who has 


3 in the act of plac ing upon the head 


ROSES,” fresh from high Heaven's immaculate bore 
Descending in the distance, is a Doautifal tecaler ' 


pearly dews. 
crowned one. 


pocended u 
tiful PP ag a 
emmed wit : eavsss 8 
bearing flowers to the 


of a be 


Being one of the only two pictures ever published in the Moser rte Art, it is by far 
the handsomest present ever offered to the subscribers of a ee 
You will please cut out the following order, and mail it to the Queen City Mez- 
n 


zorgraph Co., 155 West Fourth Street, C 


cinnati, Ohio, and you will receive by return 
the pub 


mail one of the grandest pictures ever offered to public. 


Mezzorgraph, 24x30, entitled 


State. Address all orders to the 3 





ER’S ORDER. 


On receipt of this Order, with fifty cents, to pay for postage, rolling 
tubing, and pack tna we will mail to the sender one copy of this beautisfus 


CROWN OF ROSES. 


Send for the picture at once, SQUREN Cc nome in full, P. O. address, County, and 
155 West Fourth Street, Cincinnati, “Dhio. 





¥ MEZZORGRAP 





We guarantee the safe arrival of every picture, and pack securely, making an extra ex- 


pense of labor, tubing, and postage. 

This is not acheap wood engravin 

uns it is a Mezzorgraph, a new = 
n the best calendered plate p: 


h as are often offered as premiums to subscribers. 
sautiful picture, published in, anew and beautiful art, 


ull description of picture cent ith it. Address all orders to the 


QUEEN CITY MEZZORGRAPH CO., No. 165 West Fourth St., Cincinnati, 0. 

















PUBLICATIONS, PUBLICATIONS. 
oo a rs. 
“ SONGS of P. P. BLISS.” Before "yal inter te 1877, send for eiroeings to 













This New Book contains the 
BEST and most popular songs 
SACRED and SECULAR, 
of the late P. P. 


BLISS, “The 
most of which can Songs 
be obtained In or 
NO OTHER P, P. Bliss,” 
VOLUME. =D 


BDIT BY 
JAMES R. MURRAY 
Contains also a fine 

portrait of P. P. Bliss, 
and sketch of his life. 
Mailed onreceipt of 30 cts. in 
boards, 60c, cloth, 76c. full gilt 
binding, §_ BRAINARD’S SONS, 


PuBLisHERS, CLEVELAND, 0. 














900 BROADWAY, cor. 20th St., New York. 


Cheap Sunday-school Libraries 


ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & CO. have for 
sale the following cheap S. S. Libraries. 
Aut Net Prices. 

Randolph & Co's, Cheap Gunday- school 








only by | 4 E x Vv Visiting Cards (10 tints) with name, 10 ets. 
| 





- Libraries, 50 vols. - - - $15 00 
Carter’ s¢ ‘heap 8. 8 Libraries, Me 1,50 vols. 20 00 
No.2, 50 vols. 20 00 

| Am. S.S. Union ‘Semi Centennial Library, 
50 v ols - 20 80 


id, on receipt of the price, $1.75. Asa | 


| Crowell s Ss. S. Iibrary, No 1, 


Am. 8.8. Union ¢ entennial Liboavy, 50 vols. 22 40 
Henry Hoyt's Centennial Library, 50 vols. 26 00 
30 vols., 10 00 
as No. 2, 15 vols., 12 50 


Catalogues of the above will be sent free on appli- 


cation. 


| genious pastimes ; 
| and old will be 


Anson D. F. Randolph «& Co., 
900 Broadw ay, ¢ cor. 20th St. 





CARDS. 


X. . R. Card Co. » Northford, Conn. Try us, 


“WONDER CARDS.”—Curious and amusing: in- 
tell important facts, ete. Young 
instructed and pleased. Ten cents. 


| Address W. G. 5. BROWN, 8 Grand Street, New } Vouk. 


| in large 
| am I not a Christian?” 








2 inches. 

be. ot as book- 
On face are mottoes 
Am I a Christian?” “Why 
“Without love I am noth- 
ing,” “ Where shall I spend eternity?” ete. On back 
of each are texts enforcing the motto. Are suited to 
Sabbath-school Classes, Inquirers, Prayer-Meetings, 
&c. $1.50 per 100, or 25 cents per set of 10, postpaid. 

_™. Syckelmoore, 1420 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Printed in bronze, 
on black enameled 
eards, Ten varie- 
es: size of each, 
Can 


marks, or for other purposes. 
type, such as “ 


EARL SHIRT BUTTONS, ONLY 2ce. DOZ. 
Shoe Laces only 2c., Corset Laces 4c. a dozen. 

One p aper or 14 rows of pins for 1%e.a — 

6-yd pieces Roll Tape, only 2c. a piece 

1 box Black Pins or 100 for 3e. a box. 

Best E neglis h Steel Scissors, 121%, 25 to 50c. 

Ladies’ fine Linen Hadkts.. 6 to 12%c. 

Beautiful Hamburg Edgings. 5, 1214, 25 to! _ 

Linen Huck and Damask Towels, 614, 12 25e. 

Turkey Red Table Linen double width. 58. Mo 75a, 

Fine white wool Flannel, 1244, 18, 25, 37% to 50e, 

White Shirt Buttons, 12 doz. will cost only 4c, 

Rubber and Ivory Buttons, 8 to 12. a doz, 


OWEN EVANS’ Cheap Store, 


.. 32%8 North Eighth St., door below Cherry. 





Bible Sunday School and Tract Depot, 719 Olive St., 
St. Louis, Mo. For nineteen years conducted by 
J. W. McINTYRE, Agent. 





For Catalogue of c thoice ‘and Recent 


SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS 


Send to 
D. LOTHROP & CO., retinas 








NEW S. §, LIBRARY 


BOoOorHs. 
Fighting the Foe; or, Bvery-day Battles. 


y Fidelite,  - $1 50 
Scamp and J. A Story a City By- ways, 1 25 
Servants of Christ. “By author of oR 

Basket-of Barley Loaves,” - 50 


A Hero in the Battle of Life. By the au- 

thor of the “ Memorial of C apie Hed- 

ley Vicars,” 50 
Pine Needles. By the ron of « The 


Wide, Wide World,” - 1°50 
Little and Wise. By the a W. W. 

Newton. 3 illas., - 123 
Lilies and Thistledown. By Julia A. 

Mathews, - 1 25 
Little Friends at Glenwood. By Joanns | 

H. Mathews, - - 1 23] 
The Say and Do Qvin, By the author 

of “The Wide, Wide World.” 6 vols. 

inabox, - - : 7 50 
Miss Ashton’s Girls, By Joanna H. 

Mathews, author of the “ Bessie Bovks.’ ; 

6 vols., - - - : - 7 50 


Carter's Cheap 8S. 8. Library, No. 1. 50 
vols., in a wooden case, net, - - 20 00 
Carter's Cheap S_ 8S. Library, No. 2. 50 


vols., 





Pastors, Supt’s, Teachers, and Scholars 
Will find an Invaluable Aid in the little 


BIBLE VERSE 





INDICATOR 


For ready reference to verses and parallel pas- 





sages. It is so Arranged that the chapter is clearly 
indicated on the edge of the leaves, and thus can 
immediately be found, while the verse is shown by 
the inside index. Sunday- -school superintendents 
and leaders of prayer-meetings selecting a number 
of hymns for use during the meeting, will find this 
Indicator infinitely better than pencil-marked pages 

and turned-down corners. 
ean be found and marked with the Indicator with 
out fear of losing the 
Bible or Hymn Book to the plac e of meeting. 
of the Bosfon pastors’writes: “I have used this, and 
consider it one of the invaluable helps in Bible 
study, almost indispensable in Bible readings.” 

Soild only in sets of twelve, at 25 cents ta dozen. 

Also, for. sale, 


'RUMBULI 


4 Yu 


ALY LALA | 
al 


Ist. THE CHIESREN f IN THE TEMPLE. 
A practf¢al guide for pastors and superintendents 
in opening and closigg exercises, S. 8, concert exer- 
cises, addresses, eto.*= Price, $1.50 
2d. THE KNIGHTLY SOLDIER. 
One yol,.16mo, 338 . _ Price, $1.50. 
Send al] orders to poses ee 


Eben Shiute, 36 Broinfleld St., Boston. 





INSURANCE, 


ADVANTAGES 


ft OF THE 
{ 
we Cah 


ge. Stock Plan 
LIFE “INSURANCE. 


AS PROVED IN SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE BY 


THE TRAVELERS 


LIFE AND ACCIDENT 


Insurance Company, 


Of Hartford, Conn. 


1. Ample and Undoubted Security guaranteed b 
a paid-up ay capital of $600,000, accumulated cash 
assets of $4 , and a surplus of $1,400,000. 

2. Low = hy of Premtum, 25 per cent. less than 
by the Mutual System, which is equivalent to a 
cash “ dividend ” in advance. 


8. A Definite Contract, without ambiguity or un- 
certainty, by which the insured can always know 
just what he has to pay and what his insurance is 
worth. 

4. The Largest Amount of Insurance for a given 
sum of money. the policy being always worth its 
face in cash, and payable in cash at maturity 

5. The ome Prudent and Economical Manage- 
ment of the business, assured by the large pecuniary 





A\ 








in a wooden case, net, - 3 20 00 | 


Robert Carter & Brothers, N.Y... 


Any number of peceemee | 


lace@ while carrying the | 
One | 


interest in it of the Officers and Directors. 


And do not forget that a General Accident Policy 
rovides Cash Indemnity for Death or Disabling 
njury by Accident. One in seventeen of those 

holding Accident Policies in The Travelers have 

proved this and received the benefit of it. 


Accident Policies written, 435,000. 
Accident claims is paid, - 26,000. 


Amt. Claims paid in Life Depa Department, $1,000,600. 
Amt. Accident Claims paid, over - 2,560,000. 
Amt. Life Insurance in foree, - - 19,000,000. 


Everything desirable in either 


LIFE OR ACCIDENT INSURANCE. 


JAS. G. BATTERSON, Pres't. 
RODNEY DENNIS, Secretary. 


AGENTS EVERYWHERE. 


William W. Allen, General Ages and Attorney, 112 
South Fourth St. *hiladelphia. 


AGRICU LTU RAL. 


"Reid's Floral Teibate, a book of 90 pages with Colored 
describes 600 varieties of Flowers, Vegetables, 
6 pats. Cheice 





Bubs &c, price10 cts. This work wiih 





a ryt oops Tilton and ue eo, £0 veten, for 25 cts. 
WE BE 
tite x. te 


14 Choice varieties and 
| substituted if prefered. 
Mention this Paper 





ARE PLANTED BY A MILLION PEOPLE IN AMERICA. SEE 
Vick’s Catalogue—300 Illustrations, only 2 cents. 
Wieck’ Floral Guide, Quarterly, 25 cents a year. 
ick’s Flower and Vegetable Garden, 50 cents; with 
an ant cloth covers, $1.00. 
« my publications are printed in English and 
German. Address, 


JABS Vic M, Racheste?, N. Y. 





Foot-Power Scroll Saws 


CENTENNIAL 
MEDAL 
AWARDED 
TRUMP BROS. 
Wilmington, 
Del 
Manufacturers 
of the 
DEXTER SAW 
(New Patent) 
Price, $6.0 ). 
FLEETWOOD 
(5000 sold.) 
$13.00 to $15.00. 
DEXTER 
Emery Grinder 
& Polhsher, 
$6.00. 
These Machines warranted im every respect. 


send for Circular and Illustrated List of Designs o 
Brackets, Frames, and Fancy Articles. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


BARLOW’S | 2 FAMILY ‘wae 
Pitan as gs a. Pa 
WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 

ing the Night or Day. W. James Atrwoop. 














SRCLL 88, OO STORE 


conducting of Church and Mission Sunday-schools. 


U. D. WARD, 





150 Nassau St., up stairs, New York. 








ENTERTAINMENTS 
FOR THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


Finest Dissolving Views of most Noted Scenery 
in the world. 

Instruments and views for sale and made to order. 
Send stamp for full partientars. 


J. J. WILSON, 
763 Broadway, New York. 


BRANSON KNITTERS, 
#820. 

Recewed Highest Centennial Award. 
BEST WORK AT LEAST COST. 
USE MAY BE LEARNED IN ONE HOUR. 
Work surpasses that made by hand. 
Every Machine fully warranted. 

AGENTS WANTED. 


Machines, Hosiery, Yarns, ete. 
157 N. EIGHTH St., Philadelphia. 








BELLS, FURNITURE, &c. 











BUCKEVE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Bells of and Tin, mounted 


. Tower Clocks ete. Fully 
Iitustrated Catalqgue sent 
Vanovses & Tirt, 102 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior qualit 
Special attention given to © 


&@ Illustrated Catalogues sent free. 








J. _KILE & CO.. 
450 NORTH TWELFTH ST., 


* Chorch and Sunday School 


FURNITURE sFACTORY. 


WOOD TURNING. 


Newel’s Baluster, Table Legs, Hand and Altar Rail. 




















*497n0439 pozps39-enn7 40f pucg 
“soomee 
eso 


THE NATIONAL SCHOOL FURNITURE CO. 
SOLE MANUFACTURE 
William and 1134 it 





20) EW 943 Uj 
SMILVIS 1S38 


TOOHIS AVGNNS 





*Reuow nok save Ayupp7s00 713% O44 
‘HIVAILISA AUVH SA LAT 


épdnyg 4noh weg 
03 gupn noh og 











Kansas, Missouri and lowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 

We guarantee, as an assurarice, that we loan not to 

exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 

years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 

day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 

ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 


| PER CENT. NET. 





















30 Pine Street, New York. 
DR. WARNER'S HEALTH CORSET 
s WITH SKIRT SUPPORTER 
SELF-ADJUSTING PAD. 
ecures Health and Comfort of 
404). Body, with Grace and Beauty of 
rf 4) y proved by all physicians. 

it a AGENTS WANTED. 
A <q Samples by mail, in Coutil, $2; 
ut y fis Order size two inches smaller 

than waist measure over the dress. 

WARKN&LK BROS., 763 BROADWAY, N. Y 
For instantly Clearing the 
Discharge Pi of ash 
Bowls, Bath Tubs, Stationary 
become partially or entirely 

pee. . 
1is simple and inexpen- 
sive article does its work per- 
ance and expense of sending 
for a plumber to free your 
pipes may be a oided by its 

D. HODGMAN & CO., 
Sole Manufacturers, 

27 Maiden Lane, N. Y. 
Sent by mail on receipt of 
the price. 
Send postal card for descrip- 


AND 

Form. Three Garments in one. Ap- 
by satteen, $1.75. To Agents, 25 cents 
RUBBER ELASTIC FORCE CUP. 
Wash Tubs, etc., when they 
fectlv. The “trouble, annoy- 

use. 

PRICE FIFTY CENTS. 
tiun. 








LATHES 2 usesacans.ne 


$ 100 each. 

SCROLL SAWS Steen 
Barnes’, Dexter, Centennial, and 
Beach’s Parlor— 70c. to $30 each. 
Sorrento Saws, Carv-. 


TOOLS ar Aimpesocmms Hoel? 


ment of M "Trade. 


with best quality of tools 
TOOL CHESTS W's: so"gitoread” 


Send for Catalogue, and state 














* “TALLMAN & MCFADDEN, 
TOOL D ’ 


001 Market Sweet, Philedelphio, Po. 





INSURANCE. 





BE SURE TO SECURE 


ance in the Mutual Protection Company of Philadel- 
hia, which is purely mutual. AssessmentsOnly col- 
ected as deaths occur. This Co 

1600 certificates of good standing in force. Send to 

Home Office for rate cards 

Souta Fourts Srresr. 


for your little ones a 
certificate of Insur- 


and applications, No. 261 





1825. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED (825. 

Assets, $1,655,717.20. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


Capital, $400,000.00. 





SU 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


434 WALNUT STREET. 
CASH CAPITA x 


NELSON F, EVANS, 


ent. 
JOHN WANAM. 
J. E. KINGSLEY, 
4 W, PI N, 


JOHN F. GRAEFF, 

 Vice- lent. 
THOMAS KENNEDY, 
JA HUNTER, 





NES, Secre A 
D, Ase & Secretary. 











BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, '76. 
Made of choice — and per- 


— need from he per : 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 


Made only by 
Co, Boston. 








BABBITT’S TOILE 








PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 





TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, - - - $2.15 each. 
“ WUte2d * «4s (eee iS 

30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 


of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


—_—p— 
2 


@ year at yearly rates. 


Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 


the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers | 


to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
elub subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

* Subscribers wishing to introduce Tue Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


—o— 


SUPERINTENDENT’S PAPER, $ .50. 

This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 


published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of | 
its price, only to subscribers of THe Times who are | 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter | 


class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 


In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's | 


Paper, please mention the date to which you have 


paid for Tue Sunpay Scnoot Tres, as given on the | 


Yellow address label of Tue Times. 
calalameanieelipiaimntioonn 
THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - = $ .60 
100 a one year, - - - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


————$ — —— 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25. 


100 & one year, - = = 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


—9—— 


GREAT BRITAIN. 





Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 


The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. 


These rates include postage, which is prepaid at | 


this office. 
aeain tiletamanttee 


Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - - : 25 ets. | 
Special Notices: per line (as above), - - 30 cts. 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), - - 50 ets. | 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent.on 4 insertions. 


10 8 
a * 
20 “ “ 26 
25 mt “ 59 


a Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


—-. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D, WATTLES, 


Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, Puvapeerata, 





| Her name in lovely Apri 








| tion with illustration. And 





the time, although his pictures are in me 
| quaint old style which characterised « 


WORTH REPEATING. 


APRIL. 
(H. H.in The Atlantic for April.) 


No days such honored days as these! While yet 
Fair Aphrodite reigned, men seeking wide 
For some fair thing which should forever bide 
On earth, her beauteous memory to set 
In fitting frame that no age could forget, 
Fs name did hide, 
And leave it there, eternally allied 
To all the fairest flowers spring doth beget 
And when fair Aphrodite passed from earth, 





| Her shrines forgotten, and her feasts of mirth, 
| A holier symbol still, in seal and sign, 


Sweet April took, of kingdom more divine, 
When Christ ascended, in the time of birth 
Of spring anemones, in Palestine. 





THE MORAL USE OF TRAMPS. 


Suoscripuons will be received for any portion ot | 


(From The Pacific.) 


Many of our readers will remember Dr. 
Bushnell’s suggestive chapters on “ The 
Moral Uses of Dark Things.” We do not 
remember that he ever took up the Tramp 
as one of the dark things with some possi- 
ble moral use in him; and at first sight, 
that use is difficult to discover. But a lit- 
tle reflection reveals to us that the Tramp 
might — a most valuable lesson to 
many of those Christian Fagen at whost 
doors he seeks relief. They might see in 
him, if they but had the eyes to see, 
a very fair representation of themselves, 
spiritually, and of the mode in which they 
get their own spiritual subsistence. 


The Tramp toils not, neither does he spin. 
Not he. He simply lounges. When he is 
hungry, he asks somebody and gets some- 
thing to eat. When his old rags are about 
ares off him, he invents a tale of woe, 
and gets some rags not quite soold. Ina 
word, he produces nothing for himself; he 
depends wholly upon others. 


Are not a good many of us Tramps, 
spiritually considered, and in this mattter 
of producing for ourselves? We to 
church, and expect to be fed by the sermog. 
We go to prayer-meeting, expecting some 
broken pieces trom whomsoever may have 


/ anything to give. But never a soul-morsel 


do we produce by any industry or labor of 
our own. We lounge through a form of 
prayer and Rible-sentia , but get no more 
from it than the Tramp does from the fields 
of barley and wheat he lounges past. We 
do not earn our spiritual Feond by any 
sweat of our brow; but we take it, what 
we have, of other people’s earning. , 
Perhaps, after all, the Tramp is one of 


| God’s ministers, and has been stirred up to 
| go in such increasing numbers through the 


country just to suggest to Christians a 
moral image of themselves. Brethren and 
sisters, take note. The next time your bell 
rings, and one of this unlovely fraternity 
applies for a loaf, ask yourselves whetherhe 
is doing any better, as respects his physical 


| sustenance, than you yourselves are doing, 


as respects your own spiritual sustenance. 
Which were bettei—to be a Tramp-pbysical, 
or to be a Tramp-spiritual? If you can, set 
the wretch who begs cold victuals at your 
hands at work, to win himself something 
better than cold victuals. If you can, set 
yourselves at work spiritually, to win some- 
thing better than bread of other men’s pro- 
ducing. “If any man work not, neither 
shall he eat,” may possibly have a bearing 


| upon the matter of soul-food as well as upon 


that of bodily meat. 





BIBLE PICTURES. 
{From Prime’s Holy Cross.]} 


Immediately after the invention of print- 


| ing in the fiftgenth century, the Bible was 
| published in various languages and dialgcts 


of Europe, and as the invention of w, 
engraving had preceded that of printing only 
a short time, the two arts went hand in 


hand. The art of wood engraving was 
| apparently due to the desire of the mopks 


and priests to accompany naigons instruc- 

ere comes in 
one of the most interesting facts in the his- 
tory of illustration ; that 1s, the history of 


| illustrating published thought by accgm- 


panying pictures. ; 
In Cologne, between the years 1470 and 


| 1475, was published a Bible (which, as well 
| as most of the others to which I shall refer, 
| | have before me now). ota 


‘This Bible, a large folio, in the dialest of 
Cologne, was thoroughly illustrated with 


| large wood-cuts, the work of an nnknawn 


artist, but one whose power was great. fop 
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— riod until Durer. This old artist 
worked, I doubt not, in that pious spirit which 
sanctified so much of the art of that and the 
next century. He must have been imbued 
with all the peculiar faith which the history 
of the cross indicates ; and, I have no hesita- 
tion in saying, he exerted a wider influence 
on the entire European world and our own 
times, by some of his queer old pictures, than 
any other man who has in any age attempted 
to illustrate the Bible. The evidence of this 
is very plain, and will, I am aware, be a 
surprise to many who have some familiarity 
with the subject. When Koburger pub- 
lished his great illustrated German Bible in 
Nuremberg in 1483, he obtained from Co- 
logne the wood-blocks of this old artist and 
used them. In Holland, when the famous 
Halberstadt Bible was published in*1520- 
23, they secured these same cuts and used 
them for that edition. I do not know what 
other service the original blocks performed, 
but my own library shows thus much of 
their influence in Germany and the Nether- 
lands. But this was only a beginning of 
the teachings of this old awtist. In the lat- 
ter part of the fifteenth century illustrated 
Bibles were published in Venice, ahd the 
Italian artists, feeling the simple power of 
this Cologne artist. reproduced his designs, 
and they remained always after that the 
“stock designs,” if I may be pardoned the 
expression, which were used oy publishers 
of Bibles in Italy, intermingled with other 
original work. 


Early in the sixteenth century, Lyons, in 
France, became the chief place of publication 
of illustrated Bibles. It is probable that a 
Venice printer, removing to Lyons, carried 
with him the wood-blocks which had been 
used in Venice, and thus introduced the 
designs to Lyons printers. New artists exe- 
cuted new pictures, but still many of the 
Cologne designs remained favorites. Edition 
after edition of the Bible appeared with them. 
They were varied in execution, slightly 
altered in accessories, but the design re- 
mained the same. They appear in_ many 
Lyons Bibles, down to 1540. In 1521, a 
Bible published by S: on, for Koburger, 
contained many of them, redrawn with great 
skill, but with identical composition, proba- 
bly by Hans Springinklee; and from this 
Bible many were copied, some with, some 
without improvement, in the famous Jeones 
Veteris Tstamenti, first published in 1538, 
which are commonly attributed to Hans 
Holbein, but which are certainly not by 
him, unless he was a mere copyist; for a 
large proportion of the Jcones are mere 
copies of pictures which had appeared in 
very many Bibles in many countries before 
Holbein was born, and long before the pub- 
lication of the first edition of the Jcones. 
Nor was the end of the old Cologne artist’s 
influence here. The Lyons Bibles gave the 
material for illustration to a long series of 
French Bibles.. Froschover, in Zurich, pub- 
lished his splendid Bible of 1545, with the 
Zcones and other illustrations. German 
Bibles used the same designs of the unknown 
Cologne artist. Bible Hestartions: not in 
Bibles, but separate publications, continu- 
ally appeared, and the same old designs per- 
vaded the history of Bible illustration down 
to the presentday. I think it perfectly safe 
to say that that old Cologne artist, a man of 
the sort that the dark ages produced, has 
instructed millions of his Siow-taen in 
Bible history, giving them more fixed and 
permanent ideas on the subject than all the 
commentators since his day, and sound 
orthodox ideas too. 





THE POWER OF PRAYER. 


[From The Churchman.) 


We are incredulous as to the power of 
prayer, because with us the answer comes 
in a quiet regular way, through the opera- 


tion of the laws of nature, and not —— | 


them or by a suspension of them. If we 
could open the grave by a prayer, we should 
think it much; but to stop one from going 
to the grave, by our intercessions, is little. 
If we could stay the rains and dews, that 
would be a mighty work ; but to have them | 
fall, and a fruitful season follow, in ‘compli- | 
ance with the request of God’s people, is | 
nothing worthy of note. And yet 
much difference is there between thé energy | 
that causes the harvest to spring from the | 
seed sown, and that which commands the 
stones to be made bread? How much 
between that power which causes the sun 
to rise every day, and that which caused it 
to stand still upon Gibeon? It is said that 
in the one case it is the operation of the 
laws of nature, and in the other a special 
interposition of God, But what ia nature 
but God ? He maketh the sun to yise just 
as truly as he made it stand still. He 
giveth fruitiul seasons as much as he sent 








how | — 


famine upon Israel. And the prayers of 
God’s people have an effect in procuring all 
these common blessings, as they are called. 
Do not let us undervalue them because they 
are common or come noiselessly—because 
we ask daily bread, and months after the 
harvest ripens and yields a supply for the 
whole year; because we ask protecting 
care, and rise in the morning refreshed, not 
knowing that we have been exposed to any 
danger; because we ask salvation, and the 
Spirit of God comes into our hearts and 
works it out, we know not how. It is to 
the glory of God that he can work mightily 
but quietly. His sun rises and lights up 
the whole world with less noise than we 
make in lighting a taper. Rich harvests 
and dense forests spring up and grow more 
silently than we can erect a dweliag. The 
Holy Spirit visits our souls and transforms 
them with less of noise than the breath of 
our whispered prayers. 











CARDS. 





STYLISH VISITING CARDS for 10c., mixed tints. 
Samples for Stamp. Garvin & Co., Bethlehem, Pa. 


25 
30 
25 


OUR NAME PRINTED on 4 Mixed Cards 
for 10c. Ciinton Bros., CLintonviLye, Cr. 








FANCY CARDS, 16 styles, with name, 10c., post- 
paid. J.B. HUSTED, Nassau, Renss. Co., N.Y. 





MIXED cards, with name, 10 cts. Samples for 
3 ct. stamp. J. MINKLER & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 





Extra Fine Mixed Cards, with name, 10 cents, 
post-paid. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y 








YOUR NAME tsris'br ise. ‘80 Granite, 20c. 
oqeietenes. l5c. 25 Transparent, 20c. Elegant 


30 A \ 
Card Cases, 10 and l5c. Standard Card Factory, 
Brockton, Mass. 








PRINTING. 





Do Your Own Printing. 


$5 “UNCLE SAM” PRESS. 
$5, “ Best” self-inking press, with acom- 
lete printing office 50 
o. 2 “ Best” self-inking ss____$7 00 
“ Uncle Sam ” self-inking press__-$10 00 
Evans’ rotary power job press__.-$45 00 
Send stamp for catalogue. H. Hoover & 
Co., 50 North Ninth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











DT Fira Premium otend of All at Centennial, Hand and Self-inking. 
Woe PriMtin gen cree 


Press for labe! ete. 
eo ape ee 
have guod for 


BOYS ==: 


= two 
to Mir, KELSEY & ©0. 


SSRs ean 


AGRICULTURAL. 









FE 
iyi 





at printing cards, ete., 
for 
catalogue. 














We offer a complete assortment 
of young and thrifty Trees ot 
yg S, ae would oat par- 
i r atten to our ie, 
CHERRY Peach, and Cherry Trees, which 
. AND = = extra = ~ Send for 
talogue an ice-List. 
PEACH [* 
c RAKESTRAW & PYLE, 
yi R E E Ss. Willowdaie, Chester Co. 





A HOME AND FARM 
OF YOUR OWN 


On the line of a GREAT RAILROAD, with good 
markets both EAST and WEST. 


NOW IS THE TIME TO SECURE IT. 


Mild Climate, Fertile Soil, Best Country for Stock 
Raising in the United States. 





Books, Maps, Full Information, also “ THE 
PIONEER,” sent free to all parts of the world. 
Address 0. F. DAVIS, 

Land Com. U. P. R. R., 
OMAHA, NEB, 








PUBLICATIONS. 


LIBRARIANS. 


Use “ Hubbell’s Library Record Book.” The rec- 
ord of any school under 700 (or 60 classes) on one 

ge; each scholar separate and each class on one 
ine. The most complete and simple record book 
ever published. It saves the librarian half the labor 
of other systems, prevents mistakes, and affords a 
quick reference. Only been published two months 
and the demand constantly increasing. Send for a 
sample copy. Price, postpaid, $1.00. 

Or ask your bookseller for it. 


CHARLES L. HUBBELL, 
New Haven, Conn. 





P. 0. 413. 





Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition of 


Webster’s Dictionary. 


Contains 18,000 Words, Rules of Spelling, 
Tables of Money, Weights and : Measures ; 
Abbreviations, Words, Phrases, Proverbs, 
etc., from the Greek, the Latin, and the 
Modern eogen*. Morocco Tucks, Gilt 
Edges, By Mail on receipt of @1 00, 
For sale by all dealers, 


Tyison. Blakeman, Taylor & Oo. 


Publishers Webster's Schaol Dictionaries, 
138 and 140 Grand Street, New York, 


| 


EDUCATIONAL. 





AGENTS WANTED. 
a Week to Agents. $10 Outfit FREE. 
$55 2 $7] P. O, VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 


$12 a day athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 





APS, CHARTS, COSTUMES, RELICS, etc., used 
by ‘the late Hon. J. 8. Dieh! in his ‘lectures on 
and Bible Lands for sale. Address, 
MRS. ANNA RANDALL-DIEHL, 
35 Union Square, New York. 





terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 


AGENTS! ; 
$5 to 20 Bee Siiteos a Go, Portland, Maine, 


Each week to Agents. Goods Staple. 10.000 
testimonials reccived.Terms liberal. Par- 
culs”* tree. J. Worth &Co.S8t.Louis, Mo. 


a week ws own town. Terms and % out- 
fit free. . Hauierr & Co., Portland, Maine. 
88a day, sure, to all. 

SON & 





Write to SIMP- 
MITH, New York City. 








a day. 
free. Samples, 25 cents. 
& CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 


Employment forall. Catalogues 








IVE MEN Wanted in every city in the Union, $10 a 

day made selling the Eureka Letter Copying Book 
and Ink; no press required ; money, time and labor 
saved. Address with stamp, Eureka Mfg. Co., 56 
Reade St., N. Y. 


ANTED MEN te travel and sell te Dealers ear 
wae com ne Cerin, Cece 
MONITOR LAMP CO., 264 Main St., } ned oy 


TE AS —tThe chotcest in the world—Importers 
* prices—Largest Company in America— 
staple article—pleases everybody—Trade cuntiarally 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best in- 
ducements—don't waste time—send for Circular 
ROBERT WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O. Box, 1287. 


et eae 

F REE! AGENTS 
EASILY AVERAGE 

$70 PER WEFK. 


Address W. P. Ray & Co., Chicago. 











GENTS WANTED—FOR MOODY'S SERMONS, 
A Addresses, and yers, and “Song Victories of 
the Bliss and Sankey Hymns,” the latter containing 
one hundred incident ted with these 
Hymns. To thisis appended ee Sketches 
oy Mr. Bliss, and another of Mr. Sankey. This 
sketch includes the disaster and death. Retail 
price, 50 and 75 cents, according to style. Address, 
A. GREENWOOD, 30 North Fifth Street, Phila. 


Rev. 
e . rie, D.D. 
MORNING HOUR. a, 2: Enric. pp 
‘ow ly for Agents, e great family subscr’ 

tion book of the year. Meets a daily household 

want. -The author iseverywhere known. His other 

| hooks have had a great sale. and are in constant 

demand. This is his crowning work. Exclusive 

territory. For full particulars address, J. H. Earuz, 
Boston, Mass. 


$2500 
150 Distinct BOOKS 


wanted everywhere. The biggest thing ever tried. 
Sales made fr... this when all single Books fail. 
Also Agents wes'ted on our Magnificent Family 
Bibles. Super_or to al! others. With Invaluable Illus- 
trated Aids and Superb Bindings. These Books heat 
the World. Full Particulars free. Address JOHN E. 
POTTER & CO., Publishers, Philadelphia. 














A YEAR. AGENTS WANTED on 
our Grand Combination Prospec- 
tus, representing 





AS WANTED for the Full History of 
the Wonderful Career of 


Moody and Sankey 


in Great Britain and America. Embraces biog- 
| raphies, sermons, songs, addresses, prayer meeting 

talke, incidents, gems from the great preachers, 
sketch and portrait of P. P. Bliss, ete. 720 pages, 13 
engs. Price, $2. Sells at rn For best terms ever 
heard of, address H. S GOODSPEED #& CO., 14 Bar- 
clay Street, New York, or 287 Vine Street, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 





AGENTS 577 NEW BOOK GREAT 
CENTENNIAL 


EXHIBITION ILLUSTRATED. 


Over 400 Fine Engravi costing . 5 
The only book fairly showing the fine costly ex- 
hibits of the Art Gallery, Machinery and Main Build- 
ings. Wide-awake Agents are quitting all the in- 
ferior books for this. Get the Best, Send for circu- 
lar, terms, and sample engravings. P. W. ZIEGLER 
& CO., —a Pa.; St. Louis, Mo.; Chicago, 
Ill.: Cincinnati, O. 


ACENTS WANTED. 


Goodyear's Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS. 


The Most Complete System 


OF PHYSICAL EXERCISE 
Ever Devised for Home 
Practice. 


100,000 in men, 
women amd childres” 
standing, sitting or 





Used 


Hundreds of ereceful 
movements. 


For ho 
oa me, office, schools, 
droustedyears, @i 00. Ne. 
ren 4to 
2, for Children te 8. $1.10. 
No. 4, for Children 10 tol4, 
Ubildren I4 years and 
D moderate strep ar 
°. 
strength, $2.50. set, 
T's and Two 8's, $16.00. Nos.7 and 
hook to attach to the wall or 











ROVE HALL, 
MISS MONTFORT'S SCHOOL FOR 


YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 





ORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 
MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL., 
PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 


Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 
dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 
Ria, Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 
imes. Send for circulars to 


CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 
Washington Heights, Iti. 


American & Foreign Teachers’ 
AGENCY, 
23 Union Square, New York. 
MISS M. J. YOUNG, for many years connected 
with the “ Amer. School Inst.,” has opened the above 
Agency, which supplies Professors, Tutors, Gover- 
nesses, and Teachers for ev department of In- 
struction; gives Parents information of 
schools; rents and sells school properties. Families 
going abroad or to the country can be promptly 
suited. For circulars apply or address as above. 


Principals & Teaches, 


The NATIONAL SCHOOL BUREAU offers unsur- 
passed facilities for supplying Schools and Families 
with competent Teachers and Teachers with posi- 
tions. Blank form, containing plan and terms, sent 
on receipt of stamp. demand for Teachers of 
ability and experience. Send for PINCKNEY’S 

, devoted to the interests of School 
advertisers and Teachers. 


T. Cotesworth Pinckney, 


¢ and Dealer in School Material, 
Domestic Buiip1ne, Broadway & Fourteenth St., N. ¥ 














MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


War For fr: 


We will issue early in March, 'T7, a 


NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOK 


by the Author of 
Songs of Glory. 


Specimen pages free. Send postal card with your 
address. 


FILLMORE BROS., Publishers, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


JASPER AND GOLD. 


A NEW BOOK OF SONG 
FOR THE 


Sunday-School. 


By T. C. O’KANE, 


Author of “ Every Sabbath,” “Songs for Wor- 
ship,” “ Dew-Drops of Sacred Song,” 
“Fresh Leaves,” ete. 








Besides many original pieces, composed 
expressly for this work by this well-known 
author, the collection will contain the choice 


compositions of other popular authors, the 
aim being to secure a 


Rich and Rare Variety. 


both of Songs and Tunes. It will be pub- 
lished about the 
Middle of March. 


Send 35c. for samplecopy 


HITCHCOCK & WALDEN 


: PUBLISHERS, 
Cincinzuati, 
Chicago, 
St, Loutn, 
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‘MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS, 


New Musical Dramas. 


RUTH, THE GLEANER. | LAST WiLL AND TESTA- 
By J. A, Butterfield. MENT. 





Karl Merz 
* An American Operain By 
6 acts, worthy the study *A er word 
of real artists, yet not be- | Operetta, for drawin 


t concert rooms. Fu of 
youd the reach of eapalie wit and spirited music. 


amateurs, Particulars 
sent free. Sample copy, | Needs no special cos- 
in paper, $1.00 tume, Specimen copy, 





$1.00. Circulars free, 


Palmer’s Theory of Music. 


A book for every teacher and student. A clear 
and Simple guide to musical knowledge and composi- 
tion. tt dovers the whole ground in @ manner 80 
simple as to be comprehended by the youngest 
pupil. Includes 730 questions, illustrated by 582 
examples. Meets a want never before met. 


Price, $1.00, postpaid. 


PALMER’S SONG HERALD. 
Mr. H. R. Palmer was the originator of Se see 
of books of which this is the latest and, 
the best, Over 200,000 copies of his ““$O | Kine " 
were sold, ‘* $0 RALO” will domore. Itis an 
improvement on all former books for singing 
schools and classes, 


Price, 75 cents; $7.60 per dozen. 
cimen and full particulars of Church’s Musical 





vai , containing $2.00 worth of new music, reading 
matter, etc., will be sent free on receipt of postage. 

JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 


805 Broadway, New York. 


MUSIC BOOKS! 


THE SCHOOL SONG BOOK! 
For Young Ladies’ Seminaries and 


Normal Schools. 

By ©, Everest, Professor of Music in the Girls’ 
Normai School of Philadelphia. Mr. Everest by his 

sition is well qualified to judge of the needs of 
he class of learners that will use this excellent 
book. It has, on its. commodions pages, a full 
elementary course, and numerous eleganv*two-part 
and three-part songs, by the best composers. 176 
pages. 


» Price, 60 cts., or $6.00 per doz. 


Good News. (35 cts.) Nice Sab, School Book. 
World of Song. ($2.50.) Large book of bound music, 


Biographical Sketches of 


Eminent Musical eee 
This charming and very useful book, by L B. 
Urbino, brings before us the prominent: i idents 
in the lives of 100 composers, including most of the 
eminent talent of the last three centuries. Among 
the honorable names are those of Abel, Auber, 
Boieldeau, Bellini, Cimarosa, Cramer, Donizetti, 
Gluck, Hers Hummel Kreutzer, Lulli; Mehul, 
en nang ce Pergolese, Palestrina, Richter, Salieri, 
hr, Spontini, and Stradella, and, of course, those 
the better known “Great Masters.” Deserves a 
place in every library. 
Price, $1.75. 


Either book mailed, post free, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO., | J. E. DITSON & CO., 
711 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker, 
Hew York. har aco 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


AGRE ATL OFFER Jats asi 


ney ee teclass aura aclad 
secon ? at lower pricer for cash or 3 
—, to let until paid for than eves before 
fered. WATERS’? GRAND UARE and 
UPRIGHT ay aad. & ORGANS (INCLUDING 
THELR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOUDOIR ) are 
the BEST MADE. 7 Octave Pianos $150.7 1-3 
ss gous sioye 75% 
4tops $58. 7 Stops Stops . 
Stops $88. "26 tops 8100 cnsh, not used a year, 
in perfect order oe warranted, LOCAL an 
TRAVELING AGENTS WANTED. Tilwstrated 
Gatalenese ailed.A liberal discount(o Teachers, 
inisters,Churches,ete, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Mannufactrs.and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th St., Union square, N. Y. 

















$7.20 PER QUARTER FOR TEN. QUARTERS. 


ASON & HAMLI 
CABINET ORGANS. 


HIGHEST AWARDS AT 


FOUR 
GREAT 


WORLD'S EXPOSITIONS 
aris, ‘Vienna, Santiago, 


1867; 1873; 1875; 


PHILADELPHIA, (876. 
Om.y Onoans assrowep Finst Rang at Cawrenniat. 
be bi 
PR te Ft ber Pt hee pe ~ 
EXAMPLES OF NET CASH PRICES: 


Five otarantremuiant, =  PLOO 
Five ootaynn voix botests, SL 1L4 


Seid also for Ee ee ree, tats 
rent pays, A superior orga oe pen thy yy 
payment yf $1. $9 por quarior for bn question, Catalogues fret 


MASON Ro HAMLIN ORGAN co. 
“Gmroaeo. 








bash Avo, 
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100,000 QUARTERLIES! 


——- — —~» - <m -o em 


To supply the present demand for the 
Scholars’ Quarterly for the second quarter of 
1877 (April, May, and June), one hundred|_ 


thousand copies have 
tional copies will be 


been printed. Addi- 
issued as rapidly as 


needed. Have you tried it in your school or 


class yet? 100 copies 


for three months cost 


but $6.25. Sixteen copies cost but $1.00. 


Five copies cost but |thirty-five cents. 


One 


copy as a specimen costs but seven cents. 
Your order will receive prompt attention. 


Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 








610 Chestnut Street: Philadelphia. 





Nawxoay ecnoot | Fifty Sermons by D, Ls Moody 
Teachers’ Bibles FOR ONE DOLLAR, 


May be had at the following 


PRICES. 
Peart 24m0 Eprtion, 544x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers._._____-___.------ $1.50 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers_______- 1.80 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers__........-.... 2.25 
y fame Morocco, flexible or stiff covers______- 2.75 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined... 5.00 


Postage nine cents extra. 
NonPaREIL 16mMo Eprtion, 644x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff eovers__.....-.--._--_--- $2.40 
Persian Morocco, flexible eovers__.._...-._.--- 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers____... 3.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined____ 6.30 
Postage twelve cents extra. 
Minion 8vo Epition, 734x5\% in. 


Persian Morocco, flexible covers_...._.-~-.--- $4.60 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers___...._ 5,50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_... 8.00 


Postage eighteen cents extra. 


For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 


1 
“9. THOMAS: NELSON & SONS, 
42 Bleecker St. N.Y. N. Y. 


CHRISTIAN UNION 


HXTRAS. 


Occasional Papers reprinted from the Christian Union 
in convenient form for preservation and reference. 


Hey) 1. Our Church wer’, 3 A Sorin of ppere 
the Rev. Prephes Tyng, D.D., on 
urch Work. Setting Yortt in idrce articles : 
Ingathering, Training, and Work, the methods 
adopted by the “Church of the Holy Trinity,” 
(New Tork City,) and the results attained. 


No. 2. How to Study the Bible, by the Rev. 
man Abbott. In four articles; Means of Study; 
ethods; More about Methods; and Studyin 
the Sunday School Lesson, Giving lain an 
practical directions to Sunday-school teachers 
and other lay students of the Bible what books 
to get, and how to use them in Bible study. 


o.3. Henry Ward Beecher in the West 
with Steel-plate. Engraving of Mr. Beecher). 
Comprising a brief account o his Western Trip, 
together with “ Notes by the Way,” in which he 
has given sketches of the people and places on 
his route, 

We are prepared to furnish these pale at 
9 cents per copy, in quantities of twenty or 
more. Single numbers 15 cents, or any two 25 
cents. 


epee side C. KING, Publisher, 
7 Park Pace, NEw York. 





WANTED FOR TION 


Carrer EXHIBITIO 


It contains nearly 400 fine engravings of buildings 
and scenes in the Great Exhibition.'and is the only w- 





thentic - Ta! nag history published. It treats of 
sre buildings, poveres exhibits. curjosities, 
package Very cheap, and sells - sight, 

nt sold 48 agpies in one day. Send for our 


ore ame to Agents and a full description of the 
ddress Narionat Pupiisnine Co., Philad'a, Pa. 


chu ae wea te i = ia 


leas books } 





1 Where art Thou? 
Moody’ s Sermons ” VAddre ss to Young Men, 
3 Addr ss to Young Men, 


No. 2. 


4 What Christ is to Us. 

Moody’s Sermons 5 Naaman. 
6 The Life of Lot. 
; The Life of Jaeob. 

gE Life of Peter. 

The Conversion of Saul. 

Moody’ 8 Sermons 1) the penitent Thief. 

11 Daniel No.1. 
12 Daniel No, 2. 
13 Daniel No. 3. 
Moody’s Sermons !4 Phe Pharisee and the 


Publican. 


One vol. 544 pages. 


One vol. 544 pages. 


One vol. 544 pages. 


One vol. 544 pages. 15 Work. 
r 16 Come. 
, 17 Praise. 
Moody’s Sermons is Rehola! 
19 Trust. 
One vol. 044 pages. 20 Repent. 


21 Excuses, No. 1. 
Sermons 22 Excuses, No, 2. 


a Sudden Conversion. 
“His own Brother.” 
Fs = me? Blood, 


Moody’s Sermons 26 1 he 


One vol. 544 pages. 


Moody’s 
One vol. 544 pages. 


, SM LS Blood, 
0. 2. 


27 How to Study the Bible, 
1, 





Moody’ s Sermons * How to Study the Bible, 


», 
One vol. 544 pages. 29 Addres ss to Parents, 


Moody’s Sermons 


One vol. 544 pages. 


No. ° 

30 Address to 
No. 2. 

31 Sinners Called to Re- 
fr ntance. 

32 C 


Parents, 


—— the Good Shep- 


rd. | 
Moody’s Sermonsss their Rock is not as | 
our Rock. 

34 Address to 
: Men. 

35 Hindrances, 
Moody s Sermons 36 Charity. 
37 Heaven, No. 1. 
388 Heaven, No. 2. 


One vol. 544 pages. Business 


One vol. 544 pages. 


39 Rewards. 
Moody’ s§ Sermons 0 ° Blindne 288. 
“ Weighed.” 
One vol. 544 pages. 2 The Good Samaritan. 





43 ae age | 
, 44 What shal © to be 

Moody’s Sermons ** ist shall | do tot 

45 Christ’s Commands. 

46 How to Conduct In- | 

quiry Meetings. } 

Moody’s Sermons +H The“ I Wills” of Christ, | 

The Mission of Christ. | 

e t he Sacrfiice of Christ. | 

50 The Death of P. P. Bliss. 


The above-named fifty sermons by D. L. Moody 
will be sent prepaid to any address on receipt of | 
one dollar by the undersigned. Also for _ } 


Sinfe t Hymns No.2. 30¢. 
Moody’ 8 Favori Stude ate’ Bibles fromm! to 


Grace end Truth. 50e. 
Regeneration. 0c. 


Moody’ 8 Favorites a s ae Genesis (C. H, 
1. 
Notes — Exodus (C. H. 


Moody’s Favorites noi!” i. 


te 8 on a aed iticus (C. 


One vol. 544 pages. 


One vol, 544 pages. 


Notes’ on Numbers (C. Hy 


Moody’ “ Favorites , Concordanee, 
Moody’ 5 Favorites c mien ‘sc oncord, (cond.), 


Scripture Text Book. Te. | 
ADDRESS 


EBEN. SHUTE, | 
~ 66 Bromfield St., Boston. 


Cc rade 5 s 


Risin sun 





UMAR) 


PUBLICATIONS, 





MAP of the OLD WORLD, concise and 
accurate; with 250 facts; every 8S. S. 
Scho L 


should have one. Sample and price list 
6c. ADAMS BROS., 178 Congre ss St., Boston, Mass. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpful to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a 8S — 
Number, and be convinced. Naa 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, S08 
Broadway, New York. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


AND 


THA CHEERS 
SEND TO THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Libraries, 
Sunday-school Papers, Question Books, ete. 
G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depository. 


1871. SELECT NOTES. 1877. 


Explanatory, Illustrative, Practical. 


The fullest C ommentary in one volume on Topics 
for 1877. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet. With selections 
from 250 best suthors, and larger than coy previous 
issue. Price, $1.25. Interleaved Ed., $2.00 














i] Built of the Golden Texts, 1877 
Price $1.25. By Archie Fell. 348 
es, in 52 short chapters. A 
ife story, to illustrate in the 
sayings and doings of Maybee 
and friends the golden thought 
of the texts, 1877. Mailed on 
receipt of price. 
TONES HENRY HOYT, PUBLISHER, 
‘ 


No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 
PUBLISHED BY THE 


PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 











EYES AND EARS; Or, How I 


See and Hear. 
By AUNT YEWROWNCKIE. 
Price, $1.25. 


BOYS AT EASTWICK. 
By M. E. GRIFFITH. author of “Leaves and’ 
Fruit,” &c. 16mo, Four illustrations. Price, $1. 


PEWIT’S NEST SERIES. 
By MISS MARTHA FINLEY 


son). 12 vols. 32mo, 
Price, $3, 


16mo. Illustrated. 


Y (Martha Farquhar- 
Each two illustrations, 





Address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1s Chestnut St., , Philadsiphia. 


MARK TWAIN'S 
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Self-Pasting Scrap-Book, 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 


A neat affair, and itnow becomes as easy to file 
away a scrap as it isto stampa letter.—Baltimore 
Gazette 

Amore convenient book for the purpose could 
not be desired.—Cincinnati Gazette. 

No. 1 size, 744 by 10 inches, half cloth_...______$1.25 
No. 2 size, 744 by 10 inches, half roan, cloth____ 1.75 
No. 4 size, 14 by 10 inches, full cloth__ suns 3.00 
| No. 6 size, 7 4 by 10 inches, full moroceo....__. 2.50 
| No, 8 size, rot , by 124% inches, half cloth________ 1.50 
No, 10 size, 101g by 124 inches, half roan, cloth. 2.50 
| No, 12 size, 10% by 124 inches, full cloth._____ 2.75 


No. 14 size, 10% by 124% inches, full morocco... 3.50 
Copies mailed on receipt of price, 


SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 
Biaxk Boox MANvrAcTuRERs, 


| 119 and 121 William Street, New York. 











